The University of Akron
Course: Earth Science (3370-100-002; Class # 10897); 3 credits
M,W, F (11:00-11:50: 207 Crouse Hall)
Text:   The Good Earth, McConnell, Steer, Knight, Park and Owens, 2007
Instructor: Prof David Steer

Office: 315 Crouse Hall
Email: steer@uakron.edu                  

(330) 972-2099
Office Hours: 9:50-10:50 M,W, F or by appointment
Website: springboard.uakron.edu (please use the email tool found here)
This course satisfies the General Education requirement in the area of Natural Sciences and meets the following goals of the General Education Program:
1. To develop the capacity for critical thinking and independent thought.
2. To develop analytical skills to make sound qualitative and quantitative judgments.
3. To acquire knowledge of science and its effects on human activities.
Course Objective: To examine recent scientific developments in the study of the Earth. Course Requirements:
1. General:  You will learn about the earth in this course by completing reading assignments from The Good Earth and working through guided exercises in class.  Those exercises will include written responses, modeling activities and electronic responses to multiple choice questions using an Einstruction remote you must purchase at the bookstore and register (instructions issued separately).  In general, when you come to class you can expect to receive a printed set of selected PowerPoint slides upon which you can take notes and an exercise you will complete with an assigned learning team.  Multiple choice questions answered using your remote are intended to help you immediately assess your level of knowledge.  Exercises are similar to the activities you will be completing for written exams.  

The course is organized into 7 exam blocks and a comprehensive final as indicated on the attached reading assignment page.   There are weekly quizzes designed to keep you informed of your progress.  
2. Homework:  Reading assignments are posted on the attached page.  Weekly quizzes must be completed by the deadline listed (in parentheses) and are worth 10 points each for a total of 14% of your final grade.  Five critical thinking exercises worth 12 points each will be assigned during the semester.  Several extra credit exercises are also listed on the assignments page.  Those must be turned in at the beginning of class on the day listed.  No late submissions will be accepted. 
3. Class Exercises:  The course contains daily in-class questions answered using electronic response systems and daily exercises.  Class questions and exercises are weighted a total of 100 points (or 10% of your final grade).  You will earn credit for questions answered electronically in class.  Exercises will be collected daily and randomly graded.  You are randomly assigned to a permanent 3- or 4-person learning team with mandatory seating.  All members of the group that were present in class that day will earn the grade that randomly selected exercise. Makeup work is only possible for a maximum of 2 unexcused classes during the semester. You must complete the class exercise and meet with Dr. Steer or the teaching assistant prior to the exam during which the material is covered to earn points for unexcused absences. 
4. Exams: The course contains seven equally weighted, exams and a comprehensive final.  Each exam is weighted 100 points (for a total of 700 points or 70% of final grade).  Three of those exams are administered at the Computer-based Testing Center located in 152 Shrank Hall North.  The exams at the computer-based testing center are multiple choice exams.  In-class exams are written exams that are similar to exercises completed in class.  Students who read and study the assigned material, come to class every lesson and participate in and understand important concepts of the learning activities completed in class and on homework should do well exams.  The final exam is optional and can be used to replace your lowest exam score (if it raises your final grade).  
You have two opportunities to take the multiple choice exams, one opportunity for the written exams.  Unexcused exam absences lose 10% per academic day late (maximum of 4 days late). There is no make up for the final exam which is only multiple-choice. You may take the multiple choice exam any time that the testing center is open during the dates listed on the syllabus.  You must bring your ZipID (see http://www.uakron.edu/its/learning/cbae/index.php for testing center hours).  
5. Attendance Policy: Class attendance is mandatory, attendance will be taken and you must be prepared and on time. Students who must miss class for any authorized reason (athletic or academic) must notify the instructor (via telephone, email or in person) prior to the class to be excused for that lesson. All other absences are considered unexcused (e.g. sickness, death in family, transportation issues). Student needing to depart early must obtain permission from the instructor prior to class.
6. Standards of Conduct: Students must place cellular telephones on silent mode and
may not use them during class. Headphones or other non-academic electronic equipment are not permitted in the classroom. Students may not bring food into the classroom. Students found involved in plagiarism, cheating and other forms of academic dishonesty as defined by University rule 3359-41-02 will receive a 0 for the assignment and may be referred to the Office of Student Conduct for disciplinary action.   Placing the name of an absent person on a class exercise sheet is cheating. Attendance will be taken to ensure this does not occur.
7. Extra Credit: There are four opportunities to earn extra credit.  Each exercise is worth 10 points and is due by the beginning of class on the date listed on the assignment sheet of the syllabus.  Only on-time, fully completed certificates will earn credit.  

8. Course grading: There are 1000 total points in this course. Exams account for 700 points, in-class work accounts for 100, homework and on-line quizzes account for 200 points. Final grades are assigned using the following scale (no rounding):
93.0%+ = A
90.0-92.9% = A-
87.0-89.9% = B+
83.0-86.9% = B                     80.0-82.9% = B-
77.0-79.9% = C+
73.0-76.9% = C                     70.0-72.9% = C-
67.0-69.9% = D+
60.0-66.9% = D                     <60.0% = F.
9. Withdrawl: The last day to complete the processing of withdrawals from this class is Friday, April 11th, 2008.
