Geology 100N, Sect. 1 – Spring 2008

Instructor: Julie Baldwin

email: julie.baldwin@umontana.edu
Office: Griz Stadium Sky Box Suite 110B*  

* The 3rd floor of CHCB is undergoing asbestos abatement, so the Geosciences Department has been relocated to the football stadium Sky Boxes on the west side.

Phone: 243-5778

Class Meetings: MW from 11:10 AM - 12:00 PM, CHCB 131

Course Objectives: What are minerals? How do rocks form? Can rocks bend? How do we know the age of rocks?  This course will explore these questions through a study of the fundamentals of earth processes and materials.  We will examine the geological processes responsible for shaping Earth, including processes that build mountains and erode them, processes that create new rocks and minerals, transform them, and destroy them.  We will emphasize learning how processes operate, so that you can examine a region that hasn’t been discussed and consider which processes may be active there and why.

Office Hours: MW 2-3PM, or by appointment.  What to ask me during office hours: Specific questions about course materials, general questions about geology, questions about what geologists do with their lives.  If you have a general question that might be of interest to the whole class, please post this to the Discussion Board on the Blackboard website so that everyone may benefit from reading the answer.

Course Website: This course will use Blackboard (http://courseware.umt.edu/).  You should get in the habit of checking the course website DAILY for course announcements, notes, and assignments.  For instructions on obtaining your NetID, go to http://www.umt.edu/it/netid/whatisnetid.htm.  
Textbook:  Essentials of Geology, Second Edition, by Stephen Marshak (ISBN: 0393928152).  This textbook is also available as an e-book at half the price of the hard copy.  You can purchase a code to access the e-book at the university bookstore.  The textbook website is available at http://www.wwnorton.com/earth.  This site has an online study guide (also included as a CD-ROM when you purchase the textbook).

i>clickers: REQUIRED.  You must bring these to every class.  You can purchase your clicker at the bookstore (ISBN: 0716779390). The website is www.iclicker.com.  You must visit this website after purchasing your clicker and using it once in class.  Then go to the website and register it.  Use your NetID (the user name that you use when logging into Blackboard) when registering your clicker and enter your name exactly as it appears in the official university directory.  Any students caught cheating by bringing a fellow student’s clicker to class in their absence will both receive an automatic F for the course and will be subject to academic penalty by the University.

Course Evaluation:
Midterm Exam 1 – 25%

Midterm Exam 2 – 25%

Final Exam – 35%

Clicker grade – 15%

Final grade: over 90% = A, 80-89% = B, 70-79% = C, 60-69% = D, 59% or below = F

Exams: There will be two midterms and a comprehensive final exam, all multiple choice.  All material covered in lecture and in the text (see chapters in syllabus below) is fair game.  Exams will have a different format than you are probably used to in that they will in part be collaborative.  Details will be given in class about this test-taking method (part will be closed book working alone, followed by collaborative group test taking).  Absolutely no make-ups will be allowed.  In the event that you miss a midterm exam, your final exam grade will be substituted for it.

Lecture Class Attendance: REQUIRED.  The i>clicker will be used at every class period, so that your attendance and participation may be monitored.

	DATE
	LECTURE TOPIC
	READING

	1/23
	Introduction and scientific method
	Prelude (p. 1-7)

	1/28
	The Earth in Context
	Ch. 1

	1/30
	The Earth in Context, cont’d
	Ch. 1

	2/4
	Continental Drift
	Ch. 2

	2/6
	Plate Tectonics
	Ch. 2

	2/11
	Minerals
	Ch. 3

	2/13
	Minerals
	Ch. 3 & Interlude A (p. 95-101)

	2/18
	PRESIDENT’S DAY – NO CLASS
	

	2/20
	Igneous Rocks
	Ch. 4

	2/25
	Igneous Rocks
	Ch. 4

	2/27
	Volcanoes
	Ch. 7

	3/3
	MIDTERM #1
	

	3/5
	Weathering & Soils
	Ch. 5

	3/10
	Sedimentary Rocks
	Ch. 5

	3/12
	Sedimentary structures & environments
	Ch. 5

	3/17
	Metamorphism
	Ch. 6 & Interlude B (p. 174-177)

	3/19
	Earthquakes
	Ch. 8 

	3/24-28
	SPRING BREAK – NO CLASS
	

	3/31
	Earthquakes
	Ch. 8 & Interlude C (p. 240-247)

	4/2
	Deformation and Mountain Building
	Ch. 9

	4/7
	Deformation and Mountain Building
	Ch. 9

	4/9
	MIDTERM #2
	

	4/14
	Fossils & Relative Geologic Time
	Ch. 10 & Interlude D (p. 273-282)

	4/16
	Absolute Geologic Time
	Ch. 10

	4/21
	Streams and Floods
	Ch. 14

	4/23
	Groundwater
	Ch. 16

	4/28
	Glaciers and Ice Ages
	Ch. 18

	4/30
	Global Change
	Ch. 19

	5/5
	FINAL EXAMINATION
	10:10 AM -12:10 PM


Disabilities Services:

These include access issues, auxiliary aids, special test-taking arrangements, etc.  Please refer to p. 348 of the catalog or see the instructor.

Academic Integrity:
All students must practice academic honesty.  Academic misconduct is subject to an academic penalty by the course instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by the University.

All students need to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code.  The Code is available for review online at http://www.umt.edu/SA/VPSA/index.cfm/page/1321.

