GSCI 100: Our Geologic Environment – Lab – All Sections

Fall 2007

Scott Giorgis – giorgis@geneseo.edu,  245-5293, ISC 232

Ben Laabs – laabs@geneseo.edu, 245- 5305, ISC 234

Dori Farthing – farthing@geneseo.edu,  245-5298, ISC 231

Course Description:  

This course is intended for non-science majors who have an interest in their physical environment.  The lab is designed to foster hands-on learning with the intention to build an understanding of the interactions between Earth processes, the environment, and humans.  Topics include Earth materials, geologic hazards, geological tools, environmental change, and global environmental issues.

Expectations:

Students should come to lab on time and be prepared for lab.  Being prepared includes having thoughtfully completed pre-lab readings and assignments.

Required Text: Exploring Geology, 1st Edition, by Reynolds, Johnson, Kelly, Morin and Carter

Means of Assessment:


10%
pre-lab assignments

40% 
weekly lab assignments


10% 
weekly lab quizzes


40% 
2 lab exams (20% each)


100%
TOTAL

•  Late assignments or labs will not be accepted without prior approval from Dr. Giorgis, Dr. Laabs, or Dr. Farthing.

•  Your lab grade will count for 1/3 of your total grade for GSCI 100.

•  You must pass the lab to pass the course.  A passing grade for lab is >65%.

Attendance:

•  There are no make-up labs.

•  If you know you will miss your lab, make arrangements in advance with Dr. Giorgis, Dr. Laabs, or Dr. Farthing to attend an alternative lab session.  These arrangements may not be made with your T.A.

Pre-lab:  There are pre-lab readings and short assignments for each week.  The assignments are due at the beginning of lab.  Assignments typically consist of a short list of terms to define.  The goal of these exercises is to equip you with the vocabulary necessary to discuss that week’s lab in an intelligent fashion. 

Laboratory Assignments:  Each week’s lab is designed to be finished within the allotted lab time.  Your work is checked for completion, and if you have made a concerted effort on all questions, you will receive a 100% for that week’s lab assignment.  You then must “grade” your own work by referring to an answer key provided to you by the instructor.  It is in your best interest to do this with care so that you see what you do and do not understand.  Your grade for the lab assignments is based entirely on participation:  if you attempt to do the lab, you will earn the credit. 

Quizzes:  There is a quiz at the beginning of each week’s lab. These quizzes assess your understanding of the previous week’s lab.  They also keep you on track with your pre-lab work.  Finally, they are intended to familiarize you with the format of the lab exams.  The questions on the quizzes will pertain to material from the previous lab and the pre-lab assignment. 

Since quizzes are given at the beginning of each lab, please arrive on time.  If you are late and miss the quiz, you will not be able to make it up.

Lab exams: There are two exams in this laboratory.  They are in short answer/multiple choice format and cover material from in lab.  To succeed on these exams, a solid understanding of the concepts from the individual labs and pre-lab assignments is essential.  Each exam takes 2 weeks.  The first week, students take the exam individually on lab computers (paper copies of the exam are available).  The second week students are encouraged to work in groups to answer the same exam questions.  These two portions are weighted as follows: 80% individual 20% group.

GSCI Learning Center:  Each week from 9:30-3:30 on Fridays the GSCI Learning Center is open in ISC 118.  During this time period geology majors are available to answer questions about lab material and lecture material.  This is a great opportunity to get some one-on-one attention, so we encourage you to make use of it if you are struggling with the material.

Accommodations:  SUNY Geneseo makes reasonable accommodations for persons with documented physical, emotional or learning disabilities. Students should consult with the Director in the Office of Disability Services (Tabitha Buggie-Hunt, 105D Erwin, tbuggieh@geneseo.edu), Dr. Giorgis, Dr. Laabs, and/or Dr. Farthing regarding any needed accommodations during the first week of the semester.
Office Hours:  We want to encourage you to meet with your professors.  It helps you get to know them and for them to get to know you.  If their office hours do not work for you, please contact them directly to set up an alternative time.

Important notes:

1) Come to class and please be on time.

2) Missed labs may not be made up without prior notice to only Dr. Giorgis, Dr. Laabs, or Dr. Farthing.

3) We will not accept late assignments.

4) We do not curve.
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	The week of:
	Lab topic

	Aug. 27
	Plate Tectonics

	Sept. 3
	Minerals

	Sept. 10
	Rocks

	Sept. 17
	Rocks and Plate Tectonics

	Sept. 24
	Volcanoes

	Oct. 1
	LAB EXAM #1 (individual)

	Oct. 8 **
	LAB EXAM #1 (group)

	Oct. 15
	Topography Maps

	Oct. 22
	Geological Structures

	Oct. 29
	NO LAB

	Nov. 5
	Groundwater

	Nov. 12
	Glaciers

	Nov. 19
	NO LAB-Thanksgiving Break

	Nov. 26
	LAB EXAM #2 (individual)

	Dec. 3
	LAB EXAM #2 (group)


**This is the week of Fall Break.  If you have a Tuesday lab, you must attend an alternate day for the group exam.  You may also schedule to take the group portion anytime between 9:30 and 3:30 on Friday Oct. 12.
