GEOL 100    GENERAL GEOLOGY      Section  100-05

Syllabus-

Instructor:  
Dr. Libby Prueher
Office:
Ross Hall3235J

Phone:
970-351-2470
Email:
libby.prueher@unco.edu
Class times:
MWF 12:20 – 1:10
Class location:
 McKee 151
Office hours:
M W 3:00 – 5:00, other times available by appointment

Credit hours:
4

Prerequisites:
none
Course Description and objectives

Geology 100 is a General Education introductory geology course covering earth materials, surficial processes, internal processes, and a brief overview of Earth history.  The objectives of the course are to provide you with a fundamental understanding of the basic geological concepts and appreciation for the geologic world that surrounds you.  Though presented for a non-major audience, the basic geologic concepts that will be presented will allow you to become a geology major if you so choose.


Geology is a “hands on science” and the associated laboratory is mandatory for a complete understanding of the subject.  The objectives of the laboratory include:  1) How to collect, organize and interpret geologic data; 2) Understand some of the quantitative  methods needed to interpret this data; and 3) learning to observe the geologic features in the natural world.

Portable Electronic Devices– 

Please extend courtesy to your instructor and fellow students by turning off your portable electronic devises such as: cell phones, pagers, iPods and laptops.  Text messaging is a distraction to other students and prevents you from full participation in class.  You should keep your portable electronic devices in your backpack or purse during class.  Your personal electronic devices should not be on your desks.  Disregard of this request may result in your removal from the class. 

 If you know that you may need to accept an emergency phone call during class or if you have children in childcare or school, please let the instructor know.  If you need to take a phone call during class, please sit near the rear of the class and step out of the classroom while you complete your call.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Materials

Textbook-

Lutgens, F.K., and Tarbuck, E.J., 2006, Essentials of Geology, 9th edition.

Please bring your textbook to each class.  You may use older editions of the textbook.  Used editions of the text are acceptable.
Lab manual-

There is no lab manual for this course.  Laboratory exercises will distributed in class.  Introductions to each lab will be posted on Blackboard.  Please read these BEFORE coming to lab.  You will be expected to know this material during lab.

Please be certain you completely read this syllabus.  You are responsible for the material in this syllabus.

Evaluation-

Lecture quizzes - 10%

Exam1 - 15%

Exam 2 – 15%

Final Exam - 20%

Laboratory grade – 40%

Lecture Exams:  There will be two lecture exams and a final.  The final will be cumulative.  

Exam 1 and 2 will be given on Blackboard.  The exams must be taken the first time they are opened.  These exams are open book and open note.  Please note the exams are timed and you will have one hour to complete the exam.  This means that, if you do not study, you will not have enough time to look up all of the answers and complete the exam.  During the week of the exam, the exam will be available from 9 am Monday to 4 pm Friday.  The dates of the exams are listed on the course schedule on the last page of this handout.  After your exam is submitted, please check your grade in the gradebook on Blackboard.  You should see the score for your exam.  If you see an “!”, that means I need to grade the exam by hand and I will do so.  If you see a padlock in the grade column, you must contact me BEFORE the exam closes.  The padlock means the computer did not record the fact that you completed the exam.  I will need to reset the exam for you.  I will reset an exam for you one time.  Exams will not be reset after the closing time, so please do not wait until the last minute to take your exam.

There are no make-ups for electronic exams posted on Blackboard.

Final Exam:  The final exam will be given in class at the time listed in the final exam schedule.  Calculators, cell phones, IPODs, MP3 players, and any other electronic or programmable device, are prohibited during exams.  

Lecture Quizzes:  There will be 6 lecture quizzes, given at various times during the semester. These quizzes are open book and open note.  Please note the quizzes are timed.  This means that, if you do not study, you will not have enough time to look up all of the answers and complete the quiz. The quizzes will be worth between 10 and 20 points each, and will be taken in Blackboard.  You will have 15 minutes to complete the quiz and it must be completed the first time the quiz is opened.  

There are no make-ups for electronic quizzes posted on Blackboard.

In the weeks the quizzes are given, quizzes will be available from 9 am Monday to 4 pm Friday.  The dates of the quizzes are listed on the course schedule on the last page of this handout.  After your quiz is submitted, please check your grade in the gradebook on Blackboard.  You should see the score for your quiz.  If you see an “!”, that means I need to grade the quiz by hand and I will do so.  If you see a padlock in the grade column, you must contact me BEFORE the quiz closes.  The padlock means the computer did not record the fact that you completed the quiz.  I will need to reset the quiz for you.  I will reset a quiz for you one time.  Quizzes will not be reset after the closing time, so please do not wait until the last minute to take your quiz.  

Unannounced or pop quizzes: Unannounced quizzes may be given in lecture during the semester.  There are no make-ups for pop quizzes.

Laboratories:  Lab attendance is mandatory.  Labs will begin Monday, January 14. 

Please remember that the laboratory is worth 40% of your grade in this class.
In addition one field trip is planned.  Please see your lab syllabus for the date and time of the field trip.  Field trips leave from the loading dock of Ross Hall.  

Lab reports are to be submitted in Blackboard.  In most cases, the lab report is due at midnight on the Friday following the last scheduled lab, but check with your lab TA for due dates.  You will not receive credit for a lab report if you did not attend your scheduled lab.  Therefore, you must sign in for each lab.  If conflicts arise with your scheduled lab, you must get approval from your lab instructor before making up the missed lab.  You cannot simply show up to another lab.  Failure to do so will result in a zero score for that particular lab grade.

Online quizzes and assignments - 
Lecture quizzes and lab reports will be taken in Blackboard.  During the first week of class, please make sure that you can access the lecture and the lab parts of the class on Blackboard.  To be able to use Blackboard you must have high-speed internet.  To submit some of the lab assignments, you must have Java enabled.  Without high-speed internet and Java, if you try and submit quizzes and exercises you may get kicked out of the program.  If this happens, you will need to use an on-campus computer lab to take quizzes and exams, and to submit lab reports.

Please note that you will be using Blackboard in both the lecture and lab portions of the course.  There is one Blackboard section for the lecture and one Blackboard section for the labs.  You will take the lecture quizzes in the lecture Blackboard section and the lab quizzes in the lab Blackboard section. 
Blackboard is accessed at http://bb.unco.edu.

To login:

1. Login with your URSA email address. 

2. Your password is URSA password.

User support is at 1-4357 if you have problems.

Course grade – You will receive one grade for this course.  Please remember that your laboratory score is worth 40% of your grade.  

1.  Students are responsible for keeping track of their own grades.  

2.  Remember that your grades are weighted according to the percentages listed on your syllabus.  

3.  On Blackboard, your current score will be noted in the “Weighted Total” column.  This column will show your score-to-date compared to the total score possible.

4.  Please be aware that scores sometime disappear from Blackboard.  This is another reason for you to keep track of your scores.

5.  Please remember to check the gradebook in Blackboard for both your lecture and lab section.  Double-check your scores and make certain that the scores in Blackboard agree with the scores you believe that you earned  

6.  I do keep a separate spreadsheet of grades because of known Blackboard problems.

Please note that NO GRADES WILL BE CHANGED after the final lecture exam.  In other words, please check your grade in Blackboard before the last week of class.  If you have a question about your grade in either lecture or lab, please be certain to have this resolved BEFORE the day of the final exam in your lecture section.  

How to contact me - 
You may call my office or send me an email with any questions you may have.  Email is the best way to reach me if you need a quick reply.  In the subject line of your email, please include the course and section number of the class that you are taking.  I teach 4 classes and receive many emails each day during the semester.  Including the course and section number included in the subject line of your email allows me to find student emails in a timely fashion.  Emails without the course and section number of the class in the subject line of the email may be deleted or overlooked.  Please note that it may take me up to 24 hours to return a phone call or email during the week and 48 hours on the weekend.

Attendance – 

Although attendance is not taken in lecture, the student is responsible for all material covered in lecture and lab, regardless of attendance.  Should you miss a lecture, please get notes from a classmate.  

Assignments-

Readings should be completed by the date they are posted on the syllabus

Assignments will be turned in on the posted due date.  Please type your assignments.  If the assignments are submitted online, please send them in a MS Word or RTF format.  Late assignments will not be accepted unless you have made arrangements with me before the due date.  

I must be able to read and understand your assignments.  Please check your spelling and penmanship. 

Make-up Policy-

Make-up exams will not be given under any circumstances if I am not notified before the scheduled exam time.  Please call me in my office before the scheduled exam time.  You must speak with me and have my permission to miss the exam. 

Student Conduct and Services-

Please read the student handbook for acceptable classroom conduct and a discussion of academic conduct.  Any student caught cheating on an assignment or an exam will receive a zero.

Accommodation-

Students who believe they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the Disability Access Center (970) 351-2289 as soon as possible to ensure that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

Honor Code-

All members of the University of Northern Colorado community are entrusted with the responsibility to uphold and promote five fundamental values: Honesty, Trust, Respect, Fairness, and Responsibility.  These core elements foster an atmosphere, inside and outside of the classroom, which serves as a foundation and guides the UNC community's academic, professional, and personal growth.  Endorsement of these core elements by students, faculty, staff, administration, and trustees strengthens the integrity and value of our academic climate.

Academic misconduct-

UNC's policies and recommendations for academic misconduct will be followed.
Policy on Sexual Harassment- It is the policy of the Board of Trustees of the University to maintain the University as a place of work, study, and residence, free of sexual harassment and exploitation of its students, faculty, staff, and administrators.  Sexual harassment is defined as set forth in 2-2-201.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the definitions of discrimination and sexual harassment shall not include conduct, discourse, materials or methodologies which serve legitimate education purposes and are protected by the accepted tenets of academic freedom, the first amendment, or are otherwise constitutionally protected.  Violation of this policy is absolutely prohibited on the campus or in relationship to any university programs wherever located.  The University is committed to take appropriate action against those who violate the University’s policy prohibiting sexual harassment, including corrective and disciplinary action.  In addition, the University will take all reasonable steps to prevent or eliminate sexual harassment by non-employees including customers, clients, and suppliers who are likely to have contact with University students, faculty or employees.
Please sign and date the form at the bottom of this page.  This page MUST be submitted to me before Exam 1.  

Any student who has not submitted this form BEFORE the first exam will not be allowed to take the exam.  

I will sign and date the following when you submit this form.

I have received the signed syllabus form from the following student:

Student name:____________________________________________

Signed:_________________________________________________

Date:___________________________________________________

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Student form

I have read and understand both the lecture and lab syllabi for Geology 100 and agree to abide by the rules and procedures noted in both syllabi.

Student Name:______________________________________

Geology 100 Section (section 3 or section 5):_______

Lab section:  (day and time of lab):__________________________________________________

Date:_______________________________________
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