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GEOL 1003:  Environmental Geology 

Spring 2006 Semester 

Course Description

Environmental Geology is a survey of fundamental geologic processes and associated hazards (earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, floods, etc.) and the interactions of humans with the environment. 
Learning Outcomes

When you have completed this course, you should know the basic geologic processes, understand how our environment is interconnected, and recognize how we affect our local and global environments.

Class Prerequisites and Co-requisites 

Prerequisite: MATH 0013 or ACT mathematics score of 16. 

Co-requisite:  Environmental Geology Laboratory (GEOL 1001). 

Class Hours 

Lecture:  


MWF 
10:00-10:50
LSW 344 

Laboratory Sections:  
M

2:00-4:50

LSW 344





W

2:00-4:50

LSW 344

Class Webpage 

The class webpage can be found on Blackboard (http://blackboard.clt.astate.edu/). 

Instructor 

Dr. Carolyn B. Dowling, Assistant Professor 

Office:  LSE 420

Ph:  972-3215 E-mail:  CDowling@astate.edu 

Office Hours:  Tuesday 3:00-5:00 P. M. or Wednesday 1:00-3:00 P.M. 

Laboratory Instructors 

Dr. Azah Abanda

Office:  LSE 421

Ph: 972-3175; E-mail:  PAbanda@astate.edu
Ms. Elizabeth Medlin

Office:  LSW 339A

E-mail: Elizabeth.Medlin@smail.astate.edu
Textbooks 

Environmental Geology, 7th edition

Laboratory Manual in Physical Geology (w/6 Models), 7th edition
Classroom And Testing Modifications 

It is necessary for any student eligible for changes in the classroom and/or testing to notify Dr. 

Dowling immediately. 

Syllabus Changes 

Any changes to the lecture syllabus will be announced in class.
Honor Code 

Cheating and Plagiarism are NOT acceptable.  The University Honor Code will be strictly enforced (http://www.clt.astate.edu/mpitts/academic_integrity_policy.htm). 

Classroom Behavior 

Respect your fellow students.  For instance, do not talk when others are talking. 

Classroom Etiquette 

Regarding all electronic devices during the lecture and laboratory sessions, TURN THEM ONTO VIBRATE.  If you receive a phone call or text message during a quiz or exam and choose to answer or read it, your exam will end at that time. 

Attendance 

During the week, attendance will be taken randomly.  Regardless, you are responsible for all announcements and material in the classroom lectures.  Attendance in the laboratory is mandatory.  It will not be possible to make up a missed lab. 

Excused Absences:  The following are the ONLY acceptable reasons for missing class: 

*A serious illness requiring medical attention. Verification that medical attention was given must be provided. 

*Death of an immediate family member.  As morbid as it sounds, a published obituary or funeral program will be required. 

*Travel as part of a recognized University organization. These travel plans must be discussed 

AT LEAST ONE WEEK BEFORE they occur with Dr. Dowling. These excuses will not be handled after they occur. 

Regardless of whether absences are excused or unexcused, each student is responsible for all material in all parts of the course. 

Laboratory Assignments 

Laboratory assignments will be given at the scheduled laboratory session and are due at the beginning of the next laboratory period.  Completion of an assignment includes the timely submission of a satisfactory laboratory report.  There is a heavy penalty (50% per day) for all late assignments and will not be accepted two (2) days after the due date.  A student who fails to complete three (3) or ore laboratory assignments will automatically earn a grade of “F”.

Lecture Exams and Assignments

Exams

There will be three exams given during the semester and cumulative final at the end of the semester.  All the exams are graded out of 100 points.  Only the final is cumulative. 

Exam 1:
01 Feb

Exam 2: 
01 Mar

Exam 3:
05 Apr
CUMLATIVE Final Exam:
01 May, 10:15 AM - 12:15 PM
The lowest grade of the semester exams (Exams 1-3) will be dropped; however, the cumulative final exam will NOT be dropped.  No make-up exams will be given because your lowest grade (a zero for a missed semester exam (1-3)) will be dropped.

Use of calculators during an exam:  You must erase the memory register of any alphanumeric calculator before any exam. 

Attendance: During the week, attendance will be taken randomly.  Your attendance grade CANNOT be dropped.
Optional Fieldtrips: Optional field trips may be offered throughout the semester.

Extra Credit Paper:  If so, attend an optional field trip and write a comprehensive paper about the fieldtrip.  More details will be given when the first field trip is announced. 

Lecture Grading 

The grades will not be curved. 

Exam 1:


100 points 

Exam 2:


100 points 

Exam 3:


100 points

Final Exam:

100 points 

Attendance:

100 points

Extra Credit:

10 total points 

Final grade is determined out of 400 total points 

*It is recommended that you save your graded exams, etc. until the final grades are submitted.*

Lecture Schedule 

Week of 

Topic 

09 Jan 

Overview of Planetary Environment (Chapter 1) 

16 Jan 

Rock and Minerals (Chapter 2) 

23 Jan 

Plate Tectonics (Chapter 3) 

30 Jan 

Earthquakes (Chapter 4)


30 Jan
Exam 1 Review


01 Feb 
Exam 1 (covers Chpt 1-3)  



06 Feb

Earthquakes continued (Chapter 4)

13 Feb

Volcanoes (Chapter 5)

20 Feb

Atmosphere (Chapter 17) 
27 Feb

Geology and Climate (Chapter 9)

27 Feb
Exam 2 Review


01 Mar
Exam 2 (covers Chpt 4, 5, 17)

06 Mar 

Geology and Climate continued (Chapter 9)

13 Mar 

Streams and Flooding (Chapter 6) 

20 Mar

Spring Break

27 Mar 

Coastal Zones and Processes (Chapter 7) 

03 Apr 

Mass Movements (Chapter 8)


03 Apr
Exam 3 Review


05 Apr
Exam 3 (covers Chpt 9, 6, 7)

10 Apr 

Mass Movements continued (Chapter 8)

17 Apr 

Water As A Resource (Chapter 10)

24 Apr

Last Day of Class; Review for Final Class 

01 May

Final Exam, 10:15 AM - 12:15 PM (covers Chpts 1-10 and 17) 

Other Dates

16 Jan

No class; Martin Luther King, Jr’s Birthday Observed

12 Apr

Last Day to Drop an Individual Course by Web

12 Apr

Last Day to Withdraw from ASU

24 Apr 

Review for Final Exam (in class)

25 Apr

Study Day

01 May

Final Exam, 10:15 AM - 12:15 PM (covers Chpts 1-10 and 17)
