Geology 1330, Fall 2007; 1:30-2:20, TTh, section 10565

Department of Geosciences, Room 102 SEC, University of Houston

Dr. Peter Copeland

office: 234 SR1
phone: 713-743-3396
e-mail: copeland@uh.edu
office hours: by appt.

Text: Exploring Geology, by Reynolds et al., 2008

Welcome to GEOL 1330. In this class we will spend time discussing the planet we live on and how the Earth’s lithosphere, atmosphere, and biosphere have and will affect our lives. We will discuss Earth materials and how geoscientists use their knowledge about these materials and Earth processes to find oil, prepare for earthquakes, volcanoes, and floods, understand how mountains are built and find out why the dinosaurs went extinct. My goal for this class is that you come away with better understanding of this planet, how it has evolved and how humans can and are affecting this evolution. I will do my best to help you towards this goal but whether or not you actually learn something will largely depend on you. The students who will have the greatest chance of success will come to class, and will ask questions (either in class or in my office) if they don’t understand something. You can expect me to be prepared for class and to treat all students equally, without regard to factors unrelated to class performance.

Class will be conducted using PowerPoint presentations I have developed. Copies of these presentations are available as pdf files for downloading at my website:

http://vnet.uh.edu/vclass/course.lasso?courseidkey=204

To access this site you will need to establish a VNet account. To do this, go to vnet.uh.edu and click on “New Account” and follow the directions. 
Also available at this web location will be the syllabus, your grades on all previous tests, and videos of my actual presentations in class. These are not pictures of me lecturing but everything that appears on the computer screen as I give the lecture plus audio of me commenting on what you see on the screen. Many students like to watch and listen to these presentations for a second time. You can stop and rewind any portion you want to concentrate on. 

We will cover the material in the book in the same order as presented in the text. The amount of stuff on each test will depend on how fast we go in class. It is not essential that we cover everything; I would rather we go slower and you learn more than going fast just so we can finish the whole book. Ask questions if you don’t understand something in class! You will need to come to class to know where we are in this sequence. Sometimes we will be covering chapters quickly, sometimes slowly. This will depend on how many questions are asked and what emphasis I want to place on various subjects. 

I don’t think I can emphasize too much the fact that, for most students, it is very important to ask questions in class. This perhaps the best reason to have a lecture in the first place. You will be more prepared to ask a helpful question if you have already read the chapter under discussion.

You will also have an opportunity to get outside class help at the Geoscience Learning Center. This is located in the basement of Old Science. Here you will find at least one faculty member and two graduate students at all times to discuss topics of the class. There are also minerals, models of geologic structures, videos of geologic events and many sample tests to help you study for this class. More information about the GLC can be found at:

http://www.geosc.uh.edu/undergrad/glc.php

TESTS

There will be four tests during the semester. They will be on the following dates:

TEST 1
Tuesday, September 11

TEST 2
Thursday, October 4

TEST 3
Tuesday, October 30

TEST 4
Thursday, November 29

The FINAL EXAM will be Thursday, Dec. 11 at 2 p.m. The final will be mandatory and comprehensive.

You must bring your student ID, driver’s license, or passport to identify yourself at each exam.

When computing your grade for the class I will take the best three of your first four tests and the final: I will drop your lowest grade of the first four tests. There will be no make-up exams. If you miss a test for any reason, you will receive a zero on that test and it will be the exam you drop. The first four tests will be worth 100 points each; the final will be worth 150 points. Therefore, with one of the first four dropped, there will be 450 points possible for the semester from tests. The grading scale will be:

	Number of points
	letter grade

	
	

	335 – 450
	A

	325 – 334
	A-

	310 – 324
	B+

	295 – 309
	B

	285 – 294
	B-

	271 – 284
	C+

	250 – 270
	C

	230 – 249
	C-

	220 – 229
	D+

	210 – 219
	D

	200 – 209
	D-

	0     – 199
	F


This exactly the grading scale I will use at the end of the semester. This is based on the total number of points; if you prefer to have a grading scale in terms of percentage, covert this simple column of numbers in to percentages. 

This may sound funny to some of you but you must put proper identification on your exam papers. You will be given clear instructions on how the exam papers are to be marked. You will have one chance to get this right —during the exam period. Any students who couldn’t manage to get their own name on an exam paper will be treated the same as students who did not show up for the test. 

Some things to consider:

You are responsible for knowing the dates of the any deadlines that will affect your standing in this class. These include the last day to drop without a grade, the last day to drop with a grade, and of course, the date and times of all the tests. The information about tests is on this sheet and on my web site; information about university deadlines and policies are in the class schedule and UH web sites. I don’t know when the university deadlines are and I’m not going to look them up. I’m assuming that all the students are here in my class to finish the class. If you decide otherwise, it is your problem to deal with the paperwork. Please keep in mind that if you need my signature to drop the course, you will have to find me but my schedule might make that difficult. 

The reason my signature is needed on some drop forms is that after a certain date, you may only receive a grade of W if you are passing the course you wish to withdraw from. Although I am often told by disappointed students that it was not the case when they bailed out of other courses, you will not receive a grade of W in this course if you are failing the course at the time (you will get an F). Note, however, that nobody is failing until they have made a failing grade in at least two tests. Because you get to drop one test, if you only have one bad grade, I assume that is the one you will be dropping. 

If you have an emergency that will cause you to miss a test, tell me about it before the test if possible. This will not get you a retest but I will keep this in mind if two truly unforeseeable emergencies befall you in one semester.  But: no promises. If, however, you miss one test because you decided to go to a wedding and then miss a second test because you broke your leg in a car crash, your zero on the car-crash test won’t be counted but the zero you got by going to the wedding instead of the test will. 

When discussing your grade, avoid entreaties such as, “But I worked really hard!” I applaud hard work wherever it occurs but in assigning your grade, I will be looking at output, not input.

I will strive to make all of your examinations fair. I hope you will keep in mind that this does not oblige me to make every question so easy that nobody gets it wrong. Some questions will be what I consider easy, others will be purposefully challenging. I will have no patience for students who call some test or question “unfair” or “tricky” simply because they failed to understand it. Every question on every test will be regarding some subject that was discussed in class or in your textbook. A lot of questions will be multiple-choice, so the answer will be right there in front of you (how can that be a trick?). I find that too many students only work up a passion for their grades after the test is over. If that passion had manifested itself beforehand, through coming to class and asking questions, much trouble could have been avoided. 
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