Our Geologic Environment

GSCI 100—Section 2—Spring 2008

Lectures: 







Dr. Dori Farthing

M, W, Fr: 12:30-1:20 in Newton 214




Office: ISC 231 (245-5298)

farthing@geneseo.edu

Office Hours: 
M: 1:30-3:00










Th 11:00-12:00, Fr: 9:00-11:30










or by appointment

Course Goals: 

 “Our Geologic Environment” will explore the wild and wonderful aspects of our ever-changing planet.  We will investigate how the Earth has evolved and is evolving due to actions incorporated within three of the ‘spheres’ that make our planet unique: the geosphere (solid Earth), the hydrosphere (water on our planet), and the atmosphere.  All three of these spheres are interconnected and have an impact on the biosphere-the sphere to which humans belong.  

Geology is all around us and has an impact on everything.  Through this course, I hope that you gain an appreciation for the major Earth systems and how they interact with each other.  I also hope that you gain a better sense as to the relationships of humans and our environment.  Finally, I hope that this course makes you dangerous!  Yes…dangerous in the sense that you will be able to evaluate scientific information, and apply your ‘scientific’ knowledge to your lives and surroundings.

Upon successful completion of this course, you will be able to…

1) demonstrate an understanding of the Earth as a system and identify and discuss interactions between the geosphere, hydrosphere, and atmosphere (specifically those that include humans and their environment).

2) discuss the meaning of “science” and identify how it plays a role in your life.

3) extract information from geologic materials (e.g. graphs, rocks, maps, etc.) and use your observations to synthesize reasonable conclusions.

Means of Assessment:

Your success in this class will be assessed in the arenas of lecture and lab.  Your final class grade will be determined by weighting your lecture grade 3/4 and your laboratory grade 1/4 and you must pass lab to pass the class

The specific details regarding grade distribution are as follows (and are subject to change):

Lecture (3/4 of final grade):


Grade scale:

Quizzes:

120 points

A
94-99

C+
78-79


Assignments:

30 points 

A-
90-93

C
74-77

Midterm I:

100 points

B+
88-89

C-
70-73

Midterm II

100 points

B
84-87

D
65-70

Final:


150 points

B-
80-83

E
<65

Required Text: Exploring Geology by Reynolds, Johnson, Kelly, Morin, and Carter (1st edition)

Readings:
Please compete the reading prior to the lecture, as we will build upon what you have read and distill and clarify the text.

Quizzes:
There will be a quiz once a week.  These will cover material from recent lectures, the day’s reading, or other lecture material.  There will be four quizzes before each exam.  If you have taken all four quizzes, you will receive 2 extra credit points on the following exam.

Quiz Make-up:
If you know that you will be absent on a quiz day, you can take a make-up quiz.  You must contact Dr. Farthing prior to the quiz day and then obtain the makeup quiz at the next lecture that follows the class that you miss.  

If you miss a quiz without prior notification, you will not be able to make it up.

Assignments:
There will be a short photographic assignment due March 24th at the start of class.  No late assignments will be accepted.  In the written portion of this assignment, you may not have any direct quotes longer than a line and any plagiarized or un-referenced material will receive a zero.

Lecture Exams and Final:
There will be two “midterm” exams in the lecture as well as a final exam.  The exams will be in short answer and short essay format.  The final is cumulative.

Exam conflicts:
If you have a conflict with the exam days, contact Dr. Farthing at least a week in advance to set up an alternative exam time.

Office Hours:

I have an open-door policy…if my door is open…come on in…. you don’t need an appointment during my office hours.  If you would like to make an appointment, sign up for a meeting time outside my office.  If there is no convenient time, please contact me and we will set up an alternative time.  You will receive 1 extra credit point for meeting with me once.  This point will be added directly to your overall lecture average (note: this little perk is a one time offer for each student).

Accommodations:
SUNY Geneseo will make reasonable accommodations for persons with documented physical, emotional or learning disabilities. Students should contact the Director in the Office of Disability Services (Tabitha Buggie-Hunt, 105D Erwin, tbuggieh@geneseo.edu) to discuss needed accommodations.  If you have special needs please alert Dr. Farthing ASAP.

Academic Dishonesty:
See the section on academic dishonesty in the Student Code of Conduct (http://bulletin.geneseo.edu) for complete details regarding the definition and penalties for cheating and plagiarism.  Please reference fully all material in your writings (from printed and from internet sources).  If you need guidance with referencing, please let me know.  Grades on quizzes and exams involving cheating will be divided amongst the guilty parties (so a 90 = 45’s for 2 people)

Classroom Civility:  
In a healthy academic community there is civility between the members. Activities within the classroom that are considered harmful, spiteful, racist, sexist, uncivil, or demeaning could result in judicial action and even dismissal from the school.  The message here is be thoughtful and considerate of your colleagues.

Important notes:
1) Come to class and please be on time

2) I do not curve. 

