Class Syllabus


GLY 101  PHYSICAL GEOLOGY - - an introduction to Earth Processes
GLY 101 AND GLY 111 (Lab) you must take both!  Downtown Campus
Class No:  77963  (TTh 9:10  – 55P2)  and 77971 (TTh 1:25 – 55P2)

Lab No:
77966 (TTh 10:35 – 55P5) and 77974 (TTh  2:50 – 55P5)
Instructor:     Mark Wood



office phone: 213-5016
Office: HFD 1205 – NOTE: My office, on the twelfth floor, is not accessible by elevator.  If you wish to see me outside of class and you can not climb the stairs, I will be happy to arrange to meet you on another floor.
Office Hours:
 Tuesday - Thursday 11:35 – 1:25 and Wednesday 2:00-3:00 or by arrangement

e-mail:   mwood0021@kctcs.edu (e-mail is a very good way to communicate with me)
Text Book (required): Essentials of Geology (9th ed) by Lutgens and Tarbuck

Required materials:  

Text Book, calculator, a folder for class homework, quizzes and exercises. Some class or lab materials will be posted on the JCTC Blackboard web page – you must be able to access.
Attendance is required; reading from the book is required.  There will be pop quizzes if attendance lags, announced quizzes if not.  Class and especially Lab participation will be evaluated as part of your grade.  There will be homework assignments.  I take attendance.  If you miss 3 classes I may drop your grade one full grade and an additional grade every 2 unexcused absences there after.  Tardy by 10 minutes or more counts as ½ an absent class.
Policy on cheating and plagiarism:  - DON’T -  see pages 7-10 of the KCTCS Code of Student Conduct.   If a student is found cheating or plagiarizing on a quiz, exercise, or test they may get a 0 and possibly fail the class. Refer to http:www.kctcs.edu/sudentcodeofconduct.pdf 
 
THE CLASS TOPICS :
Introduction to the world of physical geology

Geologic Methods, the Earths Processes and the Earth as a System

Key Stratigraphic Principles, Unconformities and Correlation

The Rock Cycle, Minerals and Molecules – The Building Blocks of Rocks

Igneous Rocks, how they form and where I can find some gold
Exam 1
Volcanoes and Igneous Activity – Hawaii field trip anyone?

Weathering, Soils and Sedimentary Rocks

Metamorphic Rocks, More on the Rock Cycle
The hydrologic Cycle, Running Water and River Processes;
Exam 2

The Earths Interior, Earthquakes, Seismology

Plate Tectonics, Paleomagnetism, The Ocean and Sea Floor
Mountain building, Structural Geology, Faults and Folds

Introduction to Geologic Time, Relative and Absolute Dating
Exam 3

A Discussion of the Earth’s History and the Time Scale

Glaciers, Glaciation and the resulting landforms; Geologic Time 
and a Brief History of the Earth


CUMULATIVE FINAL EXAM (55P5 = May 6, 1:00pm // 55P2 = May 8, 8:00am)
Unruly or disruptive behavior by students will not be tolerated.  Students behaving inappropriately will be warned and may be removed at the discretion of the instructor.
Mission Statement: This course supports the college’s mission to offer courses designed to prepare individuals to excel in baccalaureate programs at senior colleges and universities. It is intended to transfer and fulfill a science requirement with a lab.  (Note that all decisions on transferability ultimately rest with the institution to which the student is transferring)
The Physical geology course presents a high quality program of study focusing on earth materials, internal and external earth processes, the analysis of earth history and application of geology to environmental and human issues. Fundamental to this mission is a commitment to foster the ability to think analytically, utilize observation based data, apply the scientific method and gain insight into earth processes and human-environment interactions.  
Course Description: A first course in the principles of physical geology, including study of minerals and rocks, volcanoes and earthquakes, plate tectonics and the landforms of the Earth’s surface. It requires concurrent enrollment in GLY 111; Lab course that is an introduction to the identification of minerals and rocks in hand specimens, interpretation of landscape features as shown on topographic maps, an introduction to geologic maps and the processes that shape the earth.
Statement of Course Competencies: After completing this class students should be familiar with the commonly used vocabulary and terminology of Physical Geology as provided by the course.  Students should be able to explain the processes that have formed and shaped the earth and the operation of those processes.  Students should be able to explain the origin of some of our most important resources and how they relate to Geology.  Students should be able to cite major pieces of evidence and explain the logic or reasoning geologists have used to reach their current understanding of the earth.
Course Requirements and Methods of Evaluation:

Three Tests 30%; Homework = 30%, Comprehensive Final Exam 20%
Tests may consist of short answer, multiple choice and true / false questions
Attendance, Quizzes and Class Participation = 20%
A = 90% and above, B = 80%-89.9%, C = 70%-79.9%, D = 60%-69.9%, below 60% = E
Make up Tests: 
If you have a legitimate reason that you miss a test (i.e. very sick, death in your immediate family etc.)  you may set up with me to take a makeup test.  It will help your case if you let me know in advance.  Make up tests may be different from the test taken by the class and must be completed in a timely fashion or the grade will become a 0.  All make-up work must be completed and handed in by April 21 unless otherwise agreed by the instructor.  Daily work will be severely discounted if late.
Policy on withdrawals (I’s, W’s, WP’s, WF’s or MP’s)

Prior to March 3 you may withdraw without my signature.  I will generally allow students to withdraw up until April 14. After that it will depend on class attendance, participation and the effort of the individual to that point.  Don’t expect to be able drop or withdraw from this course at the last minute.
Extra Help:  Your two best sources of extra help are your teacher and your fellow students.  If you have a quick question, feel free to talk to me after class, or during lab.  If you need help understanding the material, suggestions for study strategy, etc. see me during my office hours.  If these times are not convenient for you make an appointment for another time.  Working with another student or in small groups is often helpful.  Just make sure that everyone contributes and that one person doesn't do all the work.  Compare class notes and summaries with each other.  Ask each other questions about the class readings or lectures.  However, note that quizzes, extra credit, make up work, extra credit and test review summaries are to be your own work, expressing your own understanding of the material in your own words.
Other Help:   JCTC Study Skills Center - 2nd floor of the LRC 9am-9pm Mon.-Thur. & Fri mornings.  Help with test anxiety, test taking strategies and peer tutoring is available.  

There are rocks and minerals in the Math Learning Center on the 5th floor of the Hartford Building.  They can be checked out and studied in the center.  Makeup exams may be taken there as well.

Do not fall behind in this class.  It is important to keep pace.  Students in my previous classes have found that if you fall behind it is very difficult to catch up.

Learning Outcomes for Physical Geology (GLY101)

Geology 101 uses the following General Education competencies:

GLY101 reinforces the students’ ability to read and listen with comprehension, and to speak and write clearly in English.  The course encourages the students to interact cooperatively with others by promoting discussion groups and group exercises.  The students use mathematics to organize, analyze, and synthesize data to solve problems.  In Physical Geology the student will draw on a variety of search strategies and resource material to find, evaluate, and use geologic data and information.  From the development of these skills, the students will be able to apply their learning of the physical sciences to other academic, personal or public situations and recognize the relationship of an individual to the culture and the world around them.  In other words, you’ll never look at a rock, a mountain or a beach – or man’s impact on various geologic settings like these – in the same way again. 

Geology 101 teaches the following General Education competencies:

GLY 101 teaches a number of problem solving skills.  As the course progresses, the student will interpret, analyze, summarize and integrate various geologic concepts.  Students are taught to make connections in learning across disciplines (i.e. Chemistry, Math, Biology and Physics) and then draw logical conclusions from various exercises.  Throughout the course the students are challenged to demonstrate an awareness of the relationship of the individual to the biological and especially the physical environment around them -- in the present day as well as comparing and contrasting with the geologic past.  By becoming aware of the physical and biological processes that change the world and man’s relationships with those processes, the student develops an awareness of how the individual and man fits into the global community.

Jefferson Community & Technical College is an Equal Opportunity Institution

The Kentucky Community & Technical College System is committed to a policy of providing educational opportunities to all qualified students regardless of economic or social status, and will not discriminate based on race, color, sex, marital status, beliefs, age, national origin, sexual orientation, or physical or mental ability.

Information for students with disabilities:
 Students with disabilities, who require accommodations (academic adjustments and/or auxiliary aids or services) for this course, must contact the Access*Ability Resource Center on the appropriate campus, as soon as possible.  Please DO NOT request accommodations directly from the professor or instructor.

Downtown Campus, contact: Terri Martin, Disability Resource Manager, VTI 111 

Phone number: (502) 213-2375, e-mail address: terrif.martin@kctcs.edu
Students in need of accommodations related to a hearing loss should register with the Deaf Services office. Services include interpreting, note taking, and provision of ALD devices.

Contact: Martha Hinton, Interpreter (502) 213-4218, e-mail: martha.hinton@kctcs.edu
Protocol for students complaints:

Instructor   ->  Department Head  ->  Division Chair -> Dean of Academic Affairs 
Department Head is Dr. David R. Dockstader, 

Office: HFD 1209,    Phone: (502) 213-5021,     e-mail: david.dockstader@kctcs.edu
Natural Sciences Division Chair is Caroline D. Martinson  

Office: HFD 1105,  Phone (502) 213-5010, e-mail: caroline.martinson@kctcs.edu
Academic Dean is Dr. Randy Davis 

Office: BYW 301, Phone (502) 213-2122, e-mail: randall.davis@kctcs.edu
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