Usefulness of Community College Outreach Lesson Plan for Elementary Schools
	Science outreach programs in fields such as geology are quite necessary for our community.  Outreach programs such as talks or demonstrations can inform the public on the importance of scientific advancement and by making them more literate in the scientific fields.  One of the most important demographics of the public to be better informed on science are young elementary students.  The key is for them to develop an appreciation for science or perhaps a desire to pursue a career in STEM fields, and this lesson plan may aid in that endeavor.  The outline for this proposed lesson plan can be very beneficial for to elementary school students and the community college students who would conduct these them.  
	The main purpose for this lesson plan is to develop a greater appreciation for the sciences such as geology and promote possible future STEM careers for them.  The demonstrations provide a good, hands-on insight into how some of the process that govern the universe work.  For example, the "Earth-Clock" for the example geology lesson plan, provides a better insight into the age of the Earth and how old or young its significant events are in relation to it.  The tension-crank demonstration provides an insight into how earthquakes occur, as tension between two plates builds and builds until it finally gives way (an added bonus is that the students themselves may turn the crank and build the tension).  With a collection of various rocks, the students may take a hands-on approach and may observe the collection via sight and touch and may apply the information presented to them in the lesson.  These demonstrations and interactions will hopefully help them gain a great interest in geology, and have them interested in the possible geologic careers presented at the end of the lesson.
	In addition to being beneficial for elementary school students, there opportunities for the community college students presenting these lesson to gain from this.  This event gives them a chance to practice speaking in front of other people (even though their audience may not always be children).  In scientific careers, being able to speak in public and giving presentations is typically a norm, and any opportunity to develop that skill should be welcomed.  If their career involves education, this is even more useful as it can in turn help them develop their own lesson plans for similar or possibly higher levels of education.  Participation may also influence their own specific career choice if they are still unsure as to what career to pursue after the acquisition of their degree.  This benefits of participating are viable to both students pursuing an associate's degree and those who plan to transfer to a four-year university.
	The community college scientific outreach to elementary schools is a very useful, and possibly necessary, endeavor to promote STEM fields such as geology to the public.  By starting this form of outreach in elementary schools, it develops an interest and appreciation for the scientific fields at an early, impressionable age.  By being dynamic and hands-on with the students with elements such as the ones presented in the geology lesson sample, students will likely enjoy the lesson and hold a fascination for science.  In addition to the focused students, presenters from the community college will also benefit from participation in this activity.  This idea should be implemented in a number of community colleges, and would greatly improve the familiarity of scientific subjects such as geology in the general public in the future.
