This assignment, if well executed, makes up 2% to your final grade, enough to potentially boost up your grade. So, it might be worthwhile to spend some hours completing it.

A paper copy of the assignment is due Wednesday, Apr. 2 in class. If you forget to bring it to the Geology till 5pm that day. No assignments will be accepted afterwards.

A couple of technical notes: The assignment has to be TYPED to be considered, double spaced, and should be about three pages long. I suggest that you use a spell checker and follow grammar rules. Remember how to quote original text ("..." etc.) Assignments that are simply copied and pasted are plagiarisms.

Now, to the assignment itself. In class we talked about tsunamis, the textbook mentions how they endanger Hawaii, and the large Indonesian tsunami Christmas three years ago demonstrated how dangerous they are. Earthquakes along the subduction zones around the Pacific are the main culprits - they can easily displace enough water to cause large tsunamis. But how about the US east coast? There are no subduction zones at the US Atlantic coast, but does that mean these waves will never strike the shores of Georgia, Virginia, or Maine? So, will you be safe when you spend your next spring break on the beach there, right? You might want to read the following web sites to get some additional information:

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2000/05/000510065459.htm

http://www.boston.com/news/world/articles/2004/12/28/ne_is_not_immune_scientists_warn/

http://www.benfieldhrc.org/tsunamis/mega_tsunami_more.htm

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9C01E7D6163BF937A25754C0A9669C8B63 

(If a link does not work try to copy and paste into your web browser)

Your job is three-fold. 

- First, write a summary that should describe if there are dangers lurking in the Atlantic, and if, what they are. (This should make up about half of your writing.)

- The second step is to evaluate how likely a tsunami at the east coast might be. Of potential scenarios, which one is most likely to occur? (This part can be rather short.)

- The third step is to compare the east coast mechanisms with those we discussed for the west coast. Be specific in your descriptions: Are they the same, or different? What mechanisms are unique for the Pacific or Atlantic? Will they cause tsunamis of similar sizes? How do the  likelihoods compare?(This comparison should make up about the other half of your assignment).
