GEL 120 Weekly Reflections

About once a week, we will complete a topic of material in lecture (roughly equivalent to chapters).  Every student is required to write a 2- to 3-paragraph reflection on the material covered in the last week.  

We will cover 12 topics in this course, and you are required to turn in a reflection for each.  Since the reflections are together worth 30% of your lecture grade (23% of your grade for the course), each reflection is individually worth about 1.5% of the final grade.
Overall goals of this assignment:

A. Students will be able to recall material presented during class

B. Students will be able to express the most important aspects of each topic in their own words

C. Students will be able to apply the material to unique situations within their own lives

D. Students will be able to synthesize current and past topics in their own words

E. Students will evaluate their own level of understanding and performance within the course

F. Create another forum where students can receive answers to questions outside of class

G. Students will become more comfortable with the writing process through weekly practice

Guidelines for Writing Reflections
Reflections should include:

1. A brief description of the material covered in the chapter

2. Your thoughts on the material 

(use the following questions as a guide for your thinking, not as questions that you are required to answer): 

· What was most/least interesting?

· How does this past chapter relate to other chapters?

· How does this chapter relate to your life/ experiences you have had/ knowledge from other courses? 

· What was the hardest and easiest to understand or accomplish?

· Did you enjoy learning about this subject, why or why not?

3. Any questions you have about the material

4. Your thoughts and reflections on geology in general

To write a successful reflection, you should:

1. Review your lecture and lab notes, determine the most important aspects of each topic, and express those aspects in your own words

2. Apply the material discussed to events or situations in your own life (which will help you to remember the material for exams)

3. Synthesize this topic with topics presented in the past, in order to create a deeper understanding of the ways in which geology works

4. Evaluate your own level of understanding of the topic, allowing you to then know what areas you should ask questions about next class.

Reflections should be:

· Typed

· Double-spaced

· 2-3 paragraphs long

· Turned in using one of two methods:

· As a hardcopy handed to me in class

· As an email attachment delivered to my inbox (smrutzky@waketech.edu) no later than class time on the date the reflection is due.

Reflection due dates are recorded on the syllabus.
Grading Rubric – Weekly Reflections
	Points Scored
	Description of Work Earning that Score

	0-2.5

F
	The reflection was not turned in, or the student met none of the requirements of the assignment.


	2.5-5

F


	Student will summarize the material presented on the topic of choice (remember) 

	5.5-8

F
	All of the above, PLUS an explanation of the most important concepts discussed in class in your own words (understand)



	8.5-10.5

D-F


	All of the above, PLUS a description of how the topic relates to your life.  (apply)

	11-13.5

B-D


	All of the above, PLUS a synthesis of the material in our current topic with past topics



	14-16.5

A-B

	All of the above, PLUS a critical evaluation of your own performance in the course


