Earth History: Book Review of a Popular Science Book
Heather Macdonald, College of William and Mary
Purpose:
The book review will allow you to:

· Expand your geoscience horizons by reading a nonfiction book on some aspect of the geosciences that is interesting to you

· Write a review that expresses your well-supported opinions about the book and its potential interest to other geology students

· Give a brief oral review of the book to your classmates

Format:
The book review should be approximately two to three pages long, double spaced.  

Also, include a copy of one or two other reviews of the book, including the source of the review. 

Content:
Write a review for your classmates – other students interested in geology.  The readers (or listeners) of the review will want to know what the book is about, something about the quality/effectiveness of the book, the quality of the (science) content, and if the book might be of interest to them.  So, your job is to answer these questions in an engaging and interesting manner.  The review might include what you learned by reading the book (and how this relates to what you expected to learn), the most interesting thing in the book, how easy it was to read, or anything else you think would be relevant to the review.  

Book reviews can contain several kinds of information, not necessarily in this order

· Basic information - title, author, date, publisher, information about the author and his/her intentions in writing the book, intended audience

· Description of the book – what is it about? What are the main scientific points?  What is the primary source of information presented in the book?  How is it organized? What did you learn from reading this book?   
· Commentary and review - Did the author do an effective job writing the book? Is it well written? How is it organized? Is the information valid and well researched?  Is the author’s point of view impartial?  How do others view the book? Did you find the book interesting?  What was most surprising?  Would you recommend this book to someone else?  Why or why not?  
It would be useful to know something about how others view the book; you can get this information by reading other reviews of the book, ideally published reviews.  It would be great to have one review from a popular or general interest source (e.g., Time, Newsweek, New York Times, Washington Post) and one from a professional journal (e.g, Scientific American, Science News, Nature, American Scientist, or a geoscience journal).  

I strongly encourage you to read several reviews BEFORE selecting the book, so you have a good sense of the book before you spend time reading it.  
Deadlines:
· Select a book from the list (or get it approved by me) by March 2 (Thursday). Each of you should select a different book. 

· Turn in your book review by March 16 (Thursday). You’ll also give a short (three-four minute) oral book review to the class that day. 
A list of possible books is on the following page.  You might consider whether you’re prefer a book written by a geoscientist or one written about a geoscience topic.  You might also consider whether you’d prefer a book written in the last year or two or one written earlier.  
Possible Books:
· A Crack in the Edge of the World: America and the Great California Earthquake of 1906 – Simon Winchester

· A Natural History of Shells – Geerat J. Vermeij

· Ages in Chaos: James Hutton and the Discovery of Deep Time – Stephen Baxter

· Assembling California – John McPhee

· Basin and Range – John McPhee

· Chesapeake Invader – C. Wylie Poag

· Cradle of Life – J. William Schopf
· Devil in the Mountain: A Search for the Origin of the Andes – Simon Lamb

· Extinction : How Life on Earth Nearly Ended 250 Million Years Ago - Douglas H. Erwin 

· Extinction: Bad Genes or Bad Luck? – David M. Raup

· Furious Earth: The Science and Nature of Earthquakes, Volcanoes, and Tsunamis – Ellen J. Prager

· Gorgon: Paleontolgy, Obsession, and the Greatest Catastrophe in Earth’s History – Peter Ward

· Ice Ages: Solving the Mystery – John Imbrie, Katherine Palmer Imbrie

· Krakatoa: The Day the World Exploded – Simon Winchester

· Life on a Young Planet: The First Three Billion Years of Evolution on Earth – Andrew H. Knoll

· Oceans Of Kansas: A Natural History Of The Western Interior Sea (Life of the Past) Michael J. Everhart 

· Snowball Earth: The Story of the Great Global Catastrophe That Spawned Life as We Know It – 

· T. Rex and the Crater of Doom – Walter Alvarez

· The Control of Nature – John McPhee

· The Crucible of Creation: The Burgess Shale and the Rise of Animals – Simon Conway-Morris

· The Dating Game: One Man’s Search for the Age of the Earth – Cherry Lewis

· The Garden of Ediacara – Mark A. S. McMenamin

· The Gulf Stream: Encounters with the Blue God – William Macleish
· The Invention of Clouds: How an Amateur Meteorologist Forged the Language of the Skies - Richard Hamblyn
· The Little Ice Age: How Climate Made History, 1300-1850 – Brian M. Fagan

· The Man Who Found Time: James Hutton and the Discovery of Earth’s Antiquity – Jack Repcheck

· The Map That Changed the World: William Smith and the Birth of Modern Geology – Simon Winchester

· The Mediterranean Was a Desert: A Voyage of the Glomar Challenger – Kenneth Hsu

· The Road to Jaramillo: Critical Years of the Revolution in Earth Science – William Glen

· The Seashell on the Mountaintop: A Story of Science, Sainthood, and the Humble Genius Who Discovered a New History of the Earth – Alan Cutler
· The Two-Mile Time Machine: Ice Cores, Abrupt Climate Change, and Our Future – Richard B. Alley

· Tracks in the Sea: Matthew Fontaine Maury and the Mapping of the Oceans – Chester G. Hearn

· Unearthing the Dragon - Mark A. Norell, Mick Ellison (dinosaur discoveries in China)

· When Life Nearly Died: The Greatest Mass Extinction of All Time – Michael J. Benton

· Wonderful Life: The Burgess Shale and the Nature of History – Stephen Jay Gould

· Plows, Plagues, and Petroleum: How Humans Took Control of Nature, William F. Ruddiman

