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Use this short-answer five-page study sheet with the Berkshire Field Trip Map, Guidebook and associated images of the Dynamic Digital Map of New England (DDM-NE) to preview and put field trip stops in context, both spatially (regional and plate tectonic setting) and temporally (outcrop relationship to the geologic history of this part of the Appalachian Mountains).  

The DDM-NE can be downloaded from the URL:

http://ddm.geo.umass.edu/ddm-ne/index.html

and used via the web by Windows and Macintosh computers from anywhere, with a reasonably fast internet connection.

Target Users: 

To be used about 2/3 the way through a Physical Geology course, after having seen the basic plate tectonic, petrologic (igneous, metamorphic and sedimentary), structural geologic and glacial components of Physical Geology.  Also ideal for any geologist interested in visiting classic sites giving insights into the geologic history of northwestern Massachusetts, and the development of the eastern margin of Laurentia.

Description:

The DDM-NE includes detailed thematic maps (shaded topographic and geologic maps) of the 13 stops of the field trip, complete with a linked Field Guide to the Berkshire Mountains, numerous (50+) images of the stops, both aerial and on the ground, four animations showing the geologic evolution and several QuickTime fly-arounds of the area.  The five-page exercise walks the user through the use of the DDM (which includes an automated tour to introduce the user to DDMs) and how to use it to extract the information needed to answer the questions.

Evaluation can be made by comparing answers submitted to the answer key supplied.

Note: This DDM was built using the DDM-Template, an open source program with which interested parties can make their own DDMs.  For more information and downloads of the DDM-Template, DDM-Cookbook and over 15 additional DDMs see: 

http://ddm.geo.umass.edu/index.html
