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This assignment is intended for an introductory physical geography or geology class that has a basic understanding of plate tectonics, structural geology, rock classification, geomorphology, and local geology.

Goals of this assignment are that students explore their surroundings and learn something about local geology by applying the principles learned in class to the real world.

Exploring Geology in the Bay Area
Assignment

Your assignment is to observe geomorphology in the Bay Area. Visit a local park or other geographic/geologic feature and observe your surroundings. Pay attention to the types of things that we have talked about in class: rock type, evidence of weathering, faulting, fracturing of rocks, etc. If you have a camera you should take pictures of the features that you observe and of yourself at the site. In addition to your observations, I want you to conduct some basic research to try to understand more about the place that you are observing. Any of the parks within the National Parks, State Parks, San Francisco Recreation and Parks Department, or East Bay Regional Parks Districts will have both natural history and geologic information available on their website and some of the larger parks will have interpretive information available on site. If you are investigating an area where geologic background information is not readily available, there are other resources available online, in the library, or talk with me about the specific location and I will try to point you in the right direction or give you resources.  

Turn-in

At least one page written and typed describing the geology/geomorphology in your own words (i.e. when was it formed, how, how has it changed since formation, etc.) Include sketches of your field site. Also include any pictures of the site (these can be digital, you do not have to print them) and preferably a picture of yourself at the site.  

Suggestions for Sites

· Point Reyes

· Fort Funston

· Chrisie Field

· Treasure Island

· Twin Peaks

· Marin Headlands

· Ocean Beach

· Mt. Diablo

· Mission Peak

· Sutro Baths

Talk to me if you need more ideas and have fun!!!
