Earthquake Letter Rubric
	
	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	Claim
	Clearly articulates the claim(s) in concise and imaginative manner.
	Clearly & concisely articulates the claim(s).
	Claim(s) is (are) present and articulated.
	Claim(s) is (are) present.
	Claim(s) is (are) weak

	Presenting the argument
	Clearly presents the multiple lines of evidence to support the claim(s).
	Presents multiple lines of evidence to support the claim, may need a bit more evidence
	Presents evidence to support the claim.  May need a little refining or more evidence.
	Presents minimal evidence that is supportive, but weak.
	Evidence is vague or missing or inappropriate.

	Recommendations
	Makes quality & realistic recommendations
	Makes some good recommendations.
	Makes some recommendations, may not be practical or helpful.
	Makes recommendations, but not based on evidence.
	No recommendations made.

	Transitions between paragraphs
	Smoothly transitions between paragraphs
	Smoothly transitions between paragraphs
	Most transitions are smooth, but others are a bit cumbersome or are abrupt
	Transitions are cumbersome or abrupt.
	Transitions are cumbersome or abrupt

	Grammatical Errors
	None
	A few
	A few
	Many 
	Many

	Language
	Concise and imaginative
	Appropriate and concise
	Adequate
	Vague, wordy, or choppy
	Vague, wordy or choppy

	Audience
	Audience is clearly considered and appropriately applied
	Audience is generally considered.
	Audience is somewhat considered, but sometimes inconsistently
	Audience is inconsistent or inappropriate
	Audience is not considered at all.

	Images
	Images are appropriate & well placed within the paper.
	Images are appropriate, helpful and readable
	Images are used, but not clear or easy to follow relative to the text.
	Inappropriate images are used
	No images used to supplement arguments.

	Peer Review
	All appropriate edits are addressed and appropriately changed.
	Most edits are addressed and appropriately changed
	Some appropriate changes, others ignored (that shouldn’t have been).
	Only superficial comments addressed.
	Did not consider peer review comments (or didn’t include comments).


