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TITLE:  ARTICLE SUMMARY GUIDELINES

AUTHOR: KAREN BRIDGES, MT. SAN ANTONIO COMMUNITY COLLEGE, WALNUT, CA

CONTEXT:  This assignment is used in both introductory level Earth Science and Oceanography classes.   Articles complement topics discussed in class.

GOALS:  The idea is to give students the opportunity to connect class concepts to a "real" situation.  The goal is for students to learn the results of various processes discussed in class and see their effects outside the class.  To receive full credit, students must no only summarize the articles but analyze the methods and conclusions given.  An analysis (either critical or complementary) is required and must be supported with evidence from the article while drawing on knowledge learned in class.  Certainly, this is an opportunity for students to practice clear, careful writing outside of an English class.  It is also a chance for students to freely think about a topic, knowing that their opinion of the article is not graded--they just need to support their conclusions.

During the semester, you must choose two of the offered articles from which you will write a short analysis.  The following guidelines will help you earn the most of the possible points on both your papers.  Note:  there is no need to return the copy of the article to me with your paper unless you have summarized a PRE-APPROVED self-selected article.
1. Be sure to indicate the title and author of the article you are reviewing.

2. The review should be 2-3 typed, double-spaced pages.  No fonts larger than 12-pt.  Normal (1”) margins.

3. First, summarize the article in your own words.  Some of the articles are harder and some easier to understand.  Don’t pretend to understand something that you don’t; just do your best.  Put forth an honest effort to understand the major concepts if the article is particularly difficult.
4. Next, tell me what you THINK.  Critically assess the article.  Was it the worst thing you ever read in your life?  Why?  Did it introduce something interesting to you?  Will it inspire you to think about the world differently?  Tell me.  It’s your turn to criticize (both positively and negatively) someone else’s work.  Have fun with this part!
5. Finally, this is a college paper.  I expect it will not contain typographical errors.  Sentences must be complete and clear.  Proofread your paper.  Have someone read it back to you too.  Can you understand it?  Is everything spelled correctly?  If writing is a challenge for you, remember the Learning Assistance Center (walk-in and appointments Bldg. 6, 1st floor, ext. 4300) on campus can help!  It is an amazing resource; take advantage of it.
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