Earthquake Case Study Performance Expectations—Spring 2008


Part I.  Working in your Expert Group (1 A-B, 1 C-D, etc…):

· Gather all appropriate materials for yourself (and others in your group if you so desire) and sit with your fellow expert group members.

· Read through your provided entry (if appropriate) and work through comprehension with your expert group partners paragraph by paragraph (you don’t have to read out-loud).

· Record any terms you don’t know (consult your teacher or a textbook available during class to clarify).

· Discuss the information/reading and what your understanding is.  Where are you clear?  Where is your understanding fuzzy?

· After discussing the article, answer the questions provided and follow any other appropriate instructions. 

· You will be explaining this material to other people that didn’t read this entry, so make sure you clarify anything with your expert group before you change into your final group.

· As you answer questions, be sure to put your responses in your own words as much as possible.

· You have 45 minutes for this portion of the activity.

Content Goals:  By the end of this lesson, you should be able to identify the cause of an earthquake and the damage that occurred and make predictions about future events in a given region based on evidence from the earthquake itself.

Skills:  In order to be successful in this activity, you will need to employ the following skills:

· Reading evaluation

· Oral communication
· Written communication
· Data Analysis
· Group management skills
· Group presentations
· Time management

· Self evaluation of performance and comprehension

Assessment Instruments:  You will be assessed based on the following outcomes:

· Group presentation & comprehension

· Notebook evaluation of activity completion and detailed reflections

· Written assignment

· Quiz questions

Part II: Meeting in your “Consulting Team”

You are a consulting firm being interviewed by the city of Anchorage, or the local government of Sumatra (depending on your earthquake area of study).  There has been a lot of growth in this area since your studied earthquake and they are concerned about the possibility of another earthquake catching them unprepared.  Your group is a part of a consulting firm “competing” for the bid that will help the city to best prepare.  You are competing against your fellow classmates for this bid.  Each group will be provided with a large white board on which to present their presentation.  As a group, you must do the following:

· Teach each other what you learned in your expert groups.  Start with a brief summary about what your topic was about and how you went about becoming an expert in that topic area (so make sure you’re explaining more than just the answers to the questions given).

· Take notes (in your notebook) when your other teammates are describing their learning process.

· As a group, strategize what recommendations you should make to the city council members/local governmental officials and what the best approach to your successful bid might be (remember, you’re in competition with some of your fellow classmates—you want to make sure you’ve given some careful thought to your presentation—be creative!  Name your consulting firm, use a nice balance of images and text on your “poster” board, make sure it’s legible, etc…).

· Your poster board should include the following: 

· Your consulting firm name and your names.

· Claim: Cause of the earthquake & the amount of damage/death that resulted.

· Evidence: Tectonic setting, regions of greatest amount of damage and the cause, structures: what failed, what didn’t and why

· Recommendations: What should government/city council do to prepare for a future event?

· Your group’s grade will be based on clarity of data presented, accuracy in claims, and overall creativity of the presentation.

Part III:  Written Homework Assignment (due Thursday, February 21st)

Now that you’ve taken notes on your own group members ideas and you’ve seen your fellow classmates ideas, write a formal letter to the city council/governmental officials as your own consulting firm addressing the following:

1) What was the cause of this earthquake and the amount of damage/death that resulted? [your claim]

2) What is the tectonic setting? What happened during this earthquake, describe the events.  How were structures affected by this earthquake and why?  Which areas were at greatest risk and what were those risk factors due to? [your evidence]

3) Should they expect a similar event and if so, how should they prepare?  What would you reasonably recommend to prevent this sort of event occurring again (if real estate is premium, abandoning the location is not always an option, therefore not reasonable)? [your predictions & recommendations]

Your paragraph should include at least one figure or sketch and be described within the text of your paragraph.  You should use complete sentences and use a logical progression of ideas.  You are “competing” against other firms for the contract from the city/government, so the more detailed, clear and concise your report, the more likely you will be hired.  Remember your “audience,” your reader may not know technical language.  All handouts provided to all the groups will be available online in the class resource folder on WebCT.  Bring in two typed copies at the beginning of class.

	 F
	Riddled with errors, no evidence to support claims.
	Minimal clarity and/or poor use of language
	No figures

	D
	Several errors, uses minimal supporting evidence
	Confusing logic &/or language
	Some interesting ideas, no relevant figures

	C
	There may be a 2-3 errors or the content is accurate but difficult to follow, uses some supporting evidence
	Relatively clear language, may be a bit difficult to follow
	Good ideas, but figures are hard to understand or do not add to the presentation

	B
	Content contains 1 error, uses evidence to support most claims.
	Concise, but may be a bit difficult to follow
	Good ideas, uses figures to engage participant.

	A
	Content is perfectly accurate, uses evidence to support claims
	Concise & easy to follow
	Great ideas, uses images & humor to engage & inform participant

	
	Accuracy
	Clarity
	Creativity


Rubric for Group Presentations











