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Title: Service Learning and Local Hydrogeology in the Classroom: An example from Anchorage, Alaska

Type of Activity: A semester long project in which students work in small groups to analyze a local hydrogeology issue of importance to the community.

Description: This project is designed to introduce students to a local hydrogeologic problem or issue of interest to the community.  The project requires the students to learn about their local groundwater environment and apply principles and concepts that they learn in the classroom to an issue that is of concern to the public.  This project provides a good introduction to “real world” problems that the students are likely to encounter as professionals.
Context:  This project is used in an undergraduate level course.  Students work on the project in groups of 3-4 throughout the semester along with standard undergraduate hydrogeology curriculum.  

Goals: The students are required to submit a proposal summarizing how they will approach the problem.  The students are required to synthesize information from a variety of sources including existing geologic and hydrogeologic reports, consultant reports, municipal records, and newspapers.  

Products: A final oral presentation of assessment and findings and a written report are due at the end of the semester.  The oral presentation is open to the public.

