Hurricane Investigation

Purpose:

The purpose of this assignment is (1) to review the basics of hurricane formation, and (2) gain experience searching for and analyzing hurricane data from the NOAA National Hurricane Center website.

Part One:  Answer the following questions based on material presented in lecture.

1. What is a hurricane?

2. Where on earth do hurricanes occur?

3. What climatic conditions are necessary for hurricane formation?

4. What time(s) during the year have the most favorable conditions for hurricane formation and why?

Part Two:  Go to the following website and answer the following questions.


http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/index.shtml 

5. What month has the highest number of hurricanes during the last 100 years?

6. What year(s) from 1886-2004 have had the highest number of hurricanes? 

7. What year(s) from 1886-2004 have had the highest number of Category 3+ hurricanes?

8. What region(s) of the Atlantic Basin has had the highest number of hurricanes striking the coast since 1900?

9. What state has had the highest number of hurricane hits?  Number of major hurricane hits?

10. The deadliest hurricane hitting the Atlantic coast occurred in 1900 (Katrina was number 4).  Hurricane Katrina ranks the highest in terms of the cost of damage, yet the 1900 hurricane did not make the top 30 list.  What is/are possible explanation(s) for this difference?

11. What are some potential problems with the statistics in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s?

