Moderator (Katryn Wiese): Number one number of volcanoes in a single country in the world?

[Indonesia]

Adil M. Wadia: Any speculation-data regarding Yellowstone potentially erupting in the near/distant future and its implication on US and the world.

[Hold that question for next month when Peter Cervelli speaks]

Devin: Seems to me like Binghamton New York should be on that map.

 [The map was specific to the Midwest flooding; you are quite correct that there was also impressive flooding across New York State]

Wendi J. W. Williams 2: Flood response...and analyses of "what" happened.  We had tragic flash flooding with the Albert Pike Recreation Area in Arkansas.  USGS report issued last November.  Some policy changes in the works...

Devin: How large (magnitude) does an earthquake need to be to warrent an email warning?

[The Earthquake Notification System is highly customizable; there are default thresholds that can be used but up to the user]

Ben Edwards: question about shakemap - I like to have students go to it and 'report' a quake but am not sure if I should have them do this for a not real event??

[Don’t worry – individual/outlier responses get filtered out]

Wendi J. W. Williams 2: We certainly appreciate the quake mash-ups provided by the USGS to our local state-level geological survey website here in Arkansas...

 [Glad to hear that. You are fortunate in Arkansas to have a great state geological survey; we and our regional network partner at the University of Memphis Center for Earthquake Research and Information have worked closely with Scott Ausbrooks of the AGS on the recent swarms near Guy, Arkansas]

JoAnnThissen: How current is the data?

[As near real time as we can make it; streamgages are generally sampled every minute; domestic earthquake reports take 5-10 minutes, global more like 10-25 minutes]

Ben Edwards: why not use the seismo app on macs to measure shaking on people's phones and computers??

[We recently hired Elizabeth Cochrane, who was one of the founders of the Quakecatchers project that uses widely distributed, inexpensive MEMS sensors to crowd-source seismic data, so we are actively exploring how to make use of lots of noisy data.]

Devin: What are the liabilities for the scientists for under predicting earthquakes?  I think a few scientists recently got put on trial in Italy for stating a low risk days before a major earthquake.  I forget exactly where this happened.

Wendi J. W. Williams 2 to Devin: Devin, I recall reading that they were convicted and imprisoned.  What a damper on having prediction studies conducted..

 [If this is about Italy, the trial has begun but will be underway for months, last I heard, so no convictions or sentencing yet. Liabilities are different under Italian law than in the case of US law, but the bottom line in our explorations with federal lawyers is that this is simply unprecedented so they do not have case law to lean on. In the area of weather hazards, there is some precedent and in general, there is no civil liability for individuals making predictions/issuing warnings in the course of their official duties. Criminal charges, as has happened in Italy, are an open question.]

Emily Peterman 1: will the induced/triggered seismicity go into the nationwide seismic hazard maps?

[Great question! This is a topic of active discussion. The short answer is no, these are filtered out because they do not reflect tectonic activity, but we may need to develop other hazard map products that reflect potential hazard from induced/triggered earthquakes.]

Ben Edwards: is usgs connected in any way with NASA on meteorite impact monitoring/consequences?

[Not that I am aware of. We have a NASA-funded Astrogeology Science Center in Flagstaff, Arizona, but I don’t know if they have done any work on that. They generally focus on the geology of other planets.]

Adil M. Wadia: Is is possible to collaborate with Japanese seismologists so that the earthquake-tsunami warning system in the US becomes as sophiticated as theirs.

 [We are actively engaged in learning everything we can from the Japanese system and our Japanese colleagues. Every two years, we have a bilateral meeting of US and Japan seismologists, geologists, geodesists, and other earthquake researchers to share advances. The last meeting was September 2010 and included a visit to Japan’s largest nuclear power plant – it is located on their west coast that had been damaged by a previous earthquake. ]

Ben Edwards: Yes very good - can we bring classes to Reston for a fieldtrip?

[You would certainly be welcome in Reston. Most of our hazard scientists are elsewhere – Menlo Park CA, Golden CO, Pasadena CA, Seattle WA, Albuquerque NM, Anchorage AK, and the volcano observatories in Vancouver WA and the big island of Hawaii. That’s where the PWAKS reside – the People Who Actually Know Stuff!]

