Exercise 3a: A postcard geologic map of NYS

The scenario: the local rock and mineral society will be holding a gem and mineral show, and one of their members has just come home from a geology conference with a handful of postcards and business cards, like the ones below, showing the geology of several places. The group would like to hand out something similar showing the geology of New York State and has asked you for help. 

[image: Nevada business card][image: ]


[image: Oregon geo map]

How will you proceed/what do you need to do?



[bookmark: _GoBack]Notes for me: we will do this in about ½ of class class (the rest will be going over Ex2c). Students  will be the ones setting the direction, which is why I’ve left page 2 blank.

· Presumably they say that they need to find out what GIS data are available. They will each do their own Google search for the data. Who found good things and who didn’t? Ask what they used for search terms and see which ones work best.
· The new NYS Museum site now has both jpegs and shapefiles of bedrock and surficial geology, along with the faults file and a physiographic map. When they find the site, have them browse what they found and determine the following: what types of data are available? Which data sets do they need for the task? Be sure that they notice the metadata and the explanation legends. 
· Bring the paper map sections to class so that they can see what the content of the 5 sheets is.
· Then have them work out what will they have to do with the available data to make a legible, attractive and informative geologic map postcard? Not specific ArcGIS tools but what generally they will have to do (in this case, make one map out of the 5 separate sheets and then figure out a way to simplify the map because it’s too complicated to show at postcard scale).
· Some of them might also point out that they need to decide what the size of the postcard will be and maybe even what file type they will need for printing a postcard.
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