Your GIS Portfolio	

Due: I will grade this twice during the semester and once at the end of the semester; specific dates are on the syllabus.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Task: One of the important goals of this course is to have you create a personal GIS portfolio that will be useful to you in the future, either for projects at Hamilton or in a job after graduation. GIS techniques, data sources, and other resources are so numerous and varied that, even if you’re doing GIS work regularly, you find yourself saying, “Hmmm - how did I do that last time?” or “Where did I get that data?” Your portfolio will be absolutely invaluable to you in the future.
Evaluation: Your portfolio must be a useful resource, not just a collection of “stuff” from class put into a notebook. I will grade on the basis of completeness, organization, and future usefulness (does it meet the Three Year Rule, let alone the Three Week Rule?). Read the grading rubric on page 2 so that you know the basis for grading. 


Part I. Spreadsheet of data sources
You will download and prepare your own data for all major exercises and projects in this courses, and it’s very easy to forget where to download data, how to navigate sites, and what the wrinkles are for preparing data from various sites. For each set of downloads that you do, you will add to a spreadsheet that will help you keep track of that information. I will give you the format for the spreadsheet. Grade based on completeness, accuracy, and organization, and on the data sources you’ve found on your own.

Part II. Word doc of useful web sites
I also expect you to keep a well-organized Word doc that contains the URLs for useful/informative web sites, plus brief annotations about what’s valuable about each site. I expect you to find useful sites on your own, not just make a list of only the places we’ve visited during the semester or that you’ve assembled as part of assignments. Grade based on usefulness of sites, annotations, and organization, and on the web resources you’ve found on your own.

Part III. CD collection of projects and data
At the end of every two major exercises/projects, you will burn all of your files to a DVD, including any relevant electronic files posted to Blackboard and store the DVD in a holder in your portfolio notebook. Grade based on completeness, organized file structure with clear names and hierarchy, with clear correlation to notebook of resources, and with all junk files purged.

Part IV. Organized notebook(s) of notes, handouts, homework, project reports, DVDs and docs from Parts I – III above.
In addition to the spreadsheet of data sources and the Word doc of useful web sites, your portfolio must contain your course work and notes, well organized so that they will be useful to you in the future. Everything must be there and in decent order to receive any credit, but it must be more than a collection of stuff in order to receive more than the minimum grade. An index, annotations, and matrix of techniques keyed to your exercises will earn you a higher grade because your portfolio will be more useful to you in the future if it is more than just a collection of stuff. 

 


GIS Portfolio Grading:	

Grading
Grading, as outlined below, will be based on a 5-point scale, with 3 being a C+ (a satisfactory, complete, but unremarkable job). A 4 is a B+, and a 5 is an A+. To earn more than a 3, you must do more than a satisfactory job. You must really knock my socks off to earn a 5.

Spreadsheet of data sources
5:	all of 4, plus additional data sources that you’ve found yourself
4:	all of 3, plus more detailed info and organized topically
3:	contains all the download sites to date; accurate but bare bones info or detailed info but list not well-organized topically
2:	doesn’t contain all the download sites or info missing or inaccurate
1:	more than one item listed in 2

Word doc of useful web sites
5:	all of 4, with an outstanding set of sites that you’ve found yourself
4:	all of 3 plus more detailed annotations or well organized with headers
3:	includes useful sites that you’ve found yourself; annotations bare boned
2:	mostly duplicates spreadsheet sites or has trivial sites or isn’t annotated
1:	more than one item listed in 2

Data DVDs
5:	all of 4 but organized in a really useful way for the future
4:	complete, no junk files, good folder organization, informative file names
3:	complete, including all of the stuff on Blackboard; issues with file naming or folder organization (uninformative file names, hard to find things) 
2:	contains junk files or is missing items
1:	more than one item listed in 2

Overall future usefulness: organized notebook(s) of notes, handouts, homework, project reports, DVDs, data source spreadsheet, and annotated URLs.
5: all of 4; you will kiss yourself three years from now because this will be a really useful resource
4: 3 plus annotation and index or techniques matrix
3:	everything is there (class notes, handouts, homework, project final products, CD, Word doc of web sites, spreadsheet of data sources) but it is largely a collection of stuff, rather than a useful future resource
2: things missing or items in shabby order
1: things missing and in shabby order; will make a good bookend, but you won’t find it very useful.

2019 Barbara Tewksbury, Hamilton College (btewksbu@hamilton.edu) 	page 1
