Exercise 6i: Determining the locations of Pleistocene land bridges 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Data sets: NOAA world bathy/topo DEM


Due: Friday, October 18 at the start of class.
Task: To prepare a map of shorelines at the height of the last Pleistocene ice maximum, to analyze where land bridges existed at that time, and consider what the implications might be for archaeological research. 
Turn in: Post your Pleistocene land bridge map as a jpeg or pdf in your folder on the server. Print out your answers to the questions. 
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Pleistocene land bridges
Let’s suppose that you are taking an archaeology course, and the subject of Pleistocene land bridges comes up because they could have profoundly influenced human migration patterns in many areas of the world. You realize that you could very easily use GIS to make a map of the world at a sea level 120 m lower than it is today, which is the level at the maximum of the last Pleistocene ice advance. 

Create and export an attractive, informative, and cartographically complete ArcMap that effectively illustrates the points that you want to make about land bridges at the height of the last ice advance. A map whose main point is simply to show where the land bridges were will earn a “3”. In order to earn a 4 or a 5, the point(s) must be more thoughtful and sophisticated in terms of implications for human pre-history. Be sure that your piece is mostly map(s) with subordinate text, not text with subordinate maps(s). 

We will critique the maps on Friday in class on the screen in 1016. Be sure that your map and its point “carries” if you sit 6’ away from your computer and look at the screen.
Be sure to save a copy to your folder on the server by 7:30 on Friday morning, and make sure that the file name contains your name. On a separate piece of paper, answer the following, and be sure to put your name on the paper. 

· What point(s) are you trying to convey in your map? 
· Do a self-critique of how successful your map is in terms of design, cartographic completeness, and effectiveness in communicating the point(s). By now, you should know what the criteria are for evaluating a map such as this. Start by making a bullet list of the evaluation criteria that you will use, and evaluate your map on those criteria using our standard 1 to 5 scale, with 3 being a satisfactory but bare bones job. I will also grade you on the criteria you use to evaluate your map.
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