Exercise 4: Excellence in cartography - what makes an outstanding map


Class: Wednesday, Sept. 18; notes and paragraphs due on Fri., Sept. 20 along with your NYS Geo Map layout.
Goal: To consider what constitutes a cartographically complete map with outstanding layout and effective message.
Turn in: Paragraph on layout, font, and color decisions for your NYS Geo map (specific instructions on page 4).


Part I. Analysis of a misleading map
With the person sitting next to you, examine the map on page 5. This map appeared in USA Today as a graphic to accompany a story on a study released by the University of Wisconsin on statistical aspects of human health in counties across the country. This is one of those maps that paints quite a misleading impression to someone who looks only casually at the map. It requires careful reading of the map to see what the information actually says. 

What impression(s) does the map convey on casual perusal? 







What is the map really saying?
 



[bookmark: _GoBack]
Part II. What makes an outstanding map?
Go to the online Journal of Maps (http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/tjom20), and Register for a free account. Go back to the Journal of Maps page, and log in with your username and password. 

Search using the term agassiz. Choose the Weller and Fisher article. Under Abstract, click here, and download the map. 

Do the same with a search on glacier Iceland, and download the map for Surging Glacier Landsystem of Tungnaárjökull, Iceland.

And search on Barr and choose the article Distribution and pattern of moraines in Far NE Russia reveal former glacial extent. Download the map.

Unzip all three.

With the person sitting next to you, analyze what aspects of these three maps makes them cartographically complete. 












What makes them effective?









What makes them attractive? 






We’ll work together to develop a list of things characteristic of an accurate, informative, and cartographically complete map:




Now search on the term seven deadly, and choose the article by Stimers et al. Download the map. Evaluate this map using the criteria that we developed above.






Fonts, layout, and colors
Before you design your NYS Geo Map postcard, explore other aspects of designing good maps.

· Color
· http://colorbrewer2.org/#type=sequential&scheme=BuGn&n=3
· Designing Maps for the Color-vision Impaired (pdf on Blackboard)
· Also very cool: http://colororacle.org/index.html

· Labelling and text
· http://axismaps.github.io/thematic-cartography/articles/labeling.html 

· Overall map design
· Cartography Tips (pdf on Blackboard)
· Cartography Design Principles (pdf on Blackboard)


Use what you have learned to help you choose the layout, colors, and fonts for your NYS geo map postcard. 

When you submit your NYS geo map layout, you must include a bulleted list that explains why you made the font, color, and layout decisions that you did and specifically how they reflect what you learned from the specific resources on the list above. 
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State-by-state: Counties rated highest and lowest in health

Researchers ranked counties by “health outcomes™ and “health factors.” This map represents “health outcomes,” based on disease
and death rates in each county.
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