GEG 181 Project Rubric
Student’s Poster NAME:____________
Reviewer’s Name (if applicable) _____________________
Project Description: Student will use geospatial tools (AEJEE, WebGIS, and/or ArcGIS 9.3) to create a total of 4 original maps that begin to provide a solution to a real world environmental problem.  Student projects will be assessed based on a rubric. Students may be asked to critique student project(s). 
	SCORING GUIDE


	Peer Evaluation
	Self Evaluation
	Teacher Eval.

	ESSAY SCORING GUIDE (35 points) 

OVERVIEW - The essay is a scientific in nature, as oppose to opinionated.  This means that your maps, data, outside reputable sources, and any tables will provide the evidence for your conclusion.


	X –leave this box blank-fill in below
	X –leave this box blank-fill in below
	X –leave this box blank-fill in below

	1. Title (2 pts total): Eye-catching and informative titles are specific and should characterize the main theme of your project. 
	
	
	

	2. Introduction & Motivation (5 pts total): Set the stage for the questions you are asking and give an overview of why you are doing this research. Describe the context of your project (i.e. observations that led you to the project or other relevant information) and present general description of your site.  Is this section free of grammar and spelling errors (1 pt)?
	
	
	

	3. Problem Statement (Geographic Questions & Goals-5 pts total): State the specific geographic question you tried to answer in your project, and what you did with this information?  Include your problem statement here.  List your objectives, which may be educational or scientific or a combination.  Is this section free of grammar and spelling errors (1 pt)?

	
	
	

	4. Methods (5 pts): Describe specifically what you did to accomplish your research goals. List the specific tools, software, the analysis methods and other relevant information.  Is this section free of grammar and spelling errors?

	
	
	

	5. Results (5 pts): Show what you came up with. This is most effectively done using maps, tables and graphics (e.g., use pie or bar graphs – 2 pts), with brief summaries in text. Four maps and two tables and/or graphics (bar) are required.  Don’t explain or interpret anything here, just show what happened in a way that can be read easily.  All figures and tables should have a caption that makes the figure self-explanatory.  Is this section free of grammar and spelling errors? (1 pt)?

	
	
	

	6. Discussion (5 pts): What do your results say in terms of your original questions? How confident are you in your findings? What are some possible explanations for results that didn’t come out as you expected? Were there any surprises?  Is this section free of grammar and spelling errors (1 pt)?  In this section, you can reference reputable sources.

	
	
	

	7. Implications, conclusions and possible future work (5 pts): What implications do these findings have in terms of your objectives? What new questions do they raise? What could be tried next? What is the social, cultural, scientific or educational relevance of your findings?  Is this section free of grammar and spelling errors (1 pt)?

	
	
	

	8.. Literature review and citations (2 pts): If any of your methods are drawn from prior work, published protocols or instructions, you should cite the sources in MLA format (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/ ).  Is this section free of grammar and spelling errors (1 pt)?
	
	
	

	9. Credits (1 pt): List the names of all student participants, teacher/leader, school/organization, date, and name of service client (if applicable). 
	
	
	

	ESSAY TOTAL/35
	
	
	

	POSTER SCORING GUIDE (or alternative presentation) (13 points)


	Peer Evaluation
	Self Evaluation
	Teacher Eval.

	All 4 maps included (3 pts possible).
	
	
	

	References cited (1 pt).
	
	
	

	Essay included with at least 2 images and/or tables (4 pts total).
	
	
	

	Project Problem Statement included (1 pt).
	
	
	

	The poster is well organized with the different sections broken up (see above) (1 pt).
	
	
	

	The poster is professional in appearance (1 pt).
	
	
	

	Free of grammar and spelling errors (1 pt).
	
	
	

	Used template appropriately (1 pt).
	
	
	

	POSTER TOTAL/13
	
	
	

	

	MAP SCORING GUIDE (52 points)

Each map is worth 13 points for a total of 52 points.  Each is worth 1 pt)
	Peer Evaluation

Map 1  Map 2   Map 3  Map 4
	Self Evaluation

Map 1  Map 2   Map 3  Map 4
	Teacher Evaluation

Map 1   Map 2    Map 3    Map 4

	1. Title 
	
	
	

	2. Cartographer Name and Date of Publication
	
	
	

	3. Data Source i.e. “City of Austin” or University of Texas at Austin GK-12 Program.
	
	
	

	4. North Arrow
	
	
	

	5. Scale Bar
	
	
	

	6. Legend 
	
	
	

	7. The colors chosen were appropriate to communicating the problem depicted by the map.
	
	
	

	8. The font and text contributed to the dissemination of information, were easily readable.
	
	
	

	9. Additional attributes of the Legend were changed to improve overall look (this can be done in Word).
	
	
	

	10.The layout of essential map elements utilized white space well.
	
	
	

	11.There was a use of labels for at least one data layer.
	
	
	

	12. The map represents data to accurately reflect the topic and the problem statement.  
	
	
	

	13. The map is professional in appearance.
	
	
	

	Total for each map
	
	
	

	MAP TOTAL/52
	
	
	

	

	
	PEER
	SELF
	TEACHER

	PROJECT TOTAL _____________/ 100
	
	
	











