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Google My Maps:
Creating Personalized Maps

This activity focuses on one of the many free web mapping applications available: Google My Maps. Here you will learn how to create your own custom map in Google My Maps, complete with linked photographs and YouTube videos.

1)  Introduction: Google My Maps

Google Maps (http://maps.google.com/maps)
= The passive side of Google Maps

· Allows you to view the basic Google Map content.

· Search for addresses, businesses, places of interest, etc.

· Base maps: Traffic layer, Map layer, Satellite Layer, Terrain Layer, Earth Layer
· Street View by clicking on the orange person and dragging it around the map.

Google My Maps (http://maps.google.com/maps and click on: My Maps)
= The interactive side of Google Maps

· Create your own content (= your own personal maps), complete with imbedded photographs and YouTube videos.
· Browse and use the interactive content created by others.
· Perform some basic quantitative analysis.
· Share your maps and content with others.

Please note: Google My Maps requires a free Google Account (see below)
2)  Resources

Google Maps Support Center:
http://maps.google.com/support/
Great Tutorials:


http://earth.google.com/outreach/tutorials.html
Google Street View:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f0y-q-pI2pQ
YouTube Playlist for Google Maps (a great resource!)
http://www.youtube.com/view_play_list?p=98DA918472BB3131
3)  Create a Google Account
Go to: https://www.google.com/accounts/ManageAccount 
If you already have a Google Account: sign-in!

If not, click on Create an account now and follow the instructions to create a new account.

( You need a Google Account to complete this activity.
Your Google Account gives you full access to all kinds of Google Services – the complete list with explanations can be found here: http://www.google.com/intl/en/options/ 
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We are using only two of the services:

1) Google My Maps
http://maps.google.com/maps
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2) Picasa Web Albums (= online photo album)

http://picasaweb.google.com
Upload your pictures and organize into albums.
( Google My Maps and Picasa Web Albums can be combined to create personalized maps.

4)  Creating Personalized Maps with Google My Maps
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Start by watching this YouTube Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TftFnot5uXw
This YouTube video is great – the author shows you how to make a custom map of a walking tour around San Francisco.

Please note: the author uses a slightly older version of Google My Maps, so the toolbar looks slightly different.

The author also shows you how to link pictures and YouTube videos to your own map.

Let’s create an original map.

1. Go to Google Maps, sign-into your Google Account, and select ‘My Maps’.
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Select ‘Create new map’.

3. Enter a Title and a Description
Select the Privacy settings (Public is the default) and click ‘Save’ and ‘Done’.

Now you have created a blank map. Let’s edit this map and add some original content. The new map is now listed under Created by me when you click on My Maps.

4. Click on the map and click on the Edit button. The screen changes slightly and the editing toolbar is added.
Zoom into the area where you want to create your map, for example your hometown.
Choose your background: Map, Satellite, or Earth.

5. Add a Placemark Tool
Click anywhere on the map to add a placemark. Once you click you see a dialog box to enter a Title and a Description. You can also change the placemark symbol. Select OK when done.
6. Draw a Line or Draw a Shape tool
Select the tool you want and create a line or a shape. Once finished – double-click and you see a dialog box to enter a Title and a Description. You can also change the color, width, and fill. Select OK when done. Notice that the tool shows you the length of your line as you digitize. There is also a special tool for drawing lines ‘snapped’ along roads.
7. Edit and change your placemarks, lines, and shapes.
Hover over the shape to show the nodes. Now you can drag and change the shape. Note how the length of your digitized line changes as you move the nodes. Or, move the placemark as needed. You can also hover over the shape and right-click to edit the shape properties dialog box.
8. When done, hit the Save to save your map and Done to exit the edit mode.

Note that your placemarks, lines, and shapes are also listed in the Table of Content pane to the left of the map, complete with the titles and descriptions you enetered.
( The best thing now is to practice!

5)  Your Turn: Create A Personalized Map
Create your own personalized map of whatever you want!
· Add two or more placemarks.

· Add two or more lines.
· Add two or more shapes.

· Try the ‘Draw a line along roads tool’ and draw a line along a road. Note that Google My Maps calculates the distance and the approximate time it takes for the drive.
Be sure to enter titles and descriptions for your placemarks, lines, and shapes and adjust their properties (symbol, color, width, etc.).
6)  Linking Photographs to Your Google My Maps

6.1)  Linking Photographs From Picasa Web Albums
Please pay attention to the sequence and details…linking photographs can be a bit tricky at first!
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1. Start a web browser and go to your Picasa Web Albums.
Create an online photo album and upload a few pictures.
This should be easy for you, check the help function if needed.

2. Single-click on a photo in a photo album.

3. Click on Link to this Photo.

4. First: Select size Small 288px or Medium 400px are best for Google My Maps.
Always select the size you want first!

5. Click on the Embed image link (<table style=”….) to highlight, right-click, and select copy.

6. Open a second browser, or a second browser tab.
Go to the map you created in Section 5 and start editing the map.

7. Add a new placemark on your map and enter a title and description.

8. Then: select Edit HTML.

9. Paste the Embed image link from Picasa into the Description box and click OK.

10. Click Save, click Done
Click on My Maps to refresh Google My Maps

11. Click on the placemark from Step 7 – the photograph should appear in the dialog box.
( The best thing now is to practice! The sequence of steps is important here!

6.2)  Linking Photographs From A Website
You find the photograph you want to link to your Google My Map, for example: http://www.wsc.ma.edu/garp/images/garp.jpg 

1. Add a placemark for the photograph on the map.
Enter a title and description.
2. Now click on Rich text.
Then on the ‘Insert Image’ icon (the right-most icon).
3. Delete the http:// text string in the dialog box
Copy and paste web address (also called the URL) of the photograph into the dialog box. Select OK and the photograph will appear ‘pasted’ in the dialog box.
4. Hit OK, Click Save, Click Done.
Click on My Maps to refresh Google My Maps, and see if it worked.

( The best thing now is to practice! The sequence of steps is important here!

Linking photographs to Google My Maps is easy. The basic sequence is the same whether you are dealing with an online photo album (such as Picasa) or a picture that is part of a regular website, but the details are a bit different.
Online photo album:
Use the Embed image link from Picasa

Use the Edit HTML option in Google My Maps

Regular web site:
Use the web address (= the URL)




Use the Rich text Insert Image option in Google My Maps

7)  Linking Videos to Your Google My Maps

It is easy to link videos to your Google Map. Please pay attention to the sequence and details…linking videos can be a bit tricky at first!


1. Go to YouTube and find a suitable video. For example:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tn1IMEAbgFo 

2. Right-click on the <Embed> button, make your selections, and copy the embed code (double-click to highlight, right-click, copy).

3. Open a second browser, or a second browser tab
Go to the map you created in Section 5 and start editing the map.

4. Add a new placemark and enter as title: YouTube video. Also enter a short description.

5. Then: select Edit HTML
6. Paste the Embed link from YouTube into the Description box and click OK.

7. Click Save, click Done
Click on My Maps to refresh Google My Maps

8. Click on the placemark from Step 4 – the video should appear in the dialog box.

( The best thing now is to practice! The sequence of steps is important here!

8)  Sharing your Google My Maps
Sharing you Google My Maps with the rest of the world is easy!

You can use the Send or Link option provided in the upper right-hand corner of the map.

Send

The Send option is self-explanatory: just enter the Email addresses and hit the Send button.

Link

The Link option is even better: it provides you with a link that you can simply copy/paste into an Email or a discussion forum posting. It also provides you the HTML code if you want to embed your map in a website.

For Email and Discussion Forums: Simply copy/paste the link, here’s how:

Click on Link (upper right-hand corner of the screen)

Single-click on the email or IM link (the one starting with http://maps....)

That will highlight the entire link in dark-blue

Right-click, select copy, and paste the link your Email.
Don’t worry. The link is long and contains a bunch of weird characters…it’s not supposed to make sense!
( Send the link to yourself or to a friend to see how it works!

9)  Assignment: Your Own Google My Maps
Your map can be about whatever you want: your summer vacation, your field area, your favorite beaches on Cape Cod, the best bars/clubs in this area, etc.

Mapping Task

Create a professional Google My Maps that includes place markers, lines, and polygons with useful titles, descriptions, and properties. Link at least two of the features to photographs and videos.

Interpretation Task

1) Is Google Maps a GIS? Explain and discuss your answer.

2) How about applications – what can you do with Google My Maps? Provide and discuss at least one example for each of the following applications: private use, commercial use, government use, use for other classes, and use in research projects.

Deliverables

Written report with the answers to the two questions above. Send me an Email with the link to your map.
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