Expectations for Geomorphology Report (“Limitations and Hazards to Home Construction”)

Format/Structure

Front page contains accurate and informative title, authors and affiliations, and Executive Summary.

Section and subsection headings accurately describe the content and are used appropriately.

Paragraphs introducing each section express the content of the section and infer its logical flow.

Sentences within each paragraph connect logically.

Paragraphs closing each section make a logical transition to the next section.

Topic sentences clearly express the thesis of the paragraph and infer its logical flow.

Figures numbered sequentially in the order first cited in the text.

Figure captions in acceptable format.

Appendixes, Figures, Tables, and References Cited presented at end of report.

Writing 

MUGS errors (Mechanics, word Usage, Grammar, Spelling) absent.

Writing style is interesting and logical flow is well-developed.

Terminology used is appropriate for audience and concepts explained clearly and concisely.

Common style issues avoided:

Active voice used everywhere possible.  Contractions used only in quoted conversations.

Every “this” is followed by a word that clarifies what is being discussed.

Sentences vary in length and complexity.

All sources cited sufficiently and accurately, using the prescribed style.

References clear and complete.

Content

Overall

Statements are accurate and arranged in a logical pattern.

Statements reflect an appropriate level of certainty.

Introduction

Describes the request given by the client to the investigator.

Describes the site location and local land use.

Describes the content of the entire paper and infers its logical flow.

Regional Geology

Discusses geologic features and events common to the region that impact features present on the study site

Reproduces and uses lithologic information from Geologic Map of Virginia 

On-Site Analysis

Discusses limitations and hazards on study site using information derived from maps and hydrographs.

Sufficient number and quality of figures supplied to support the discussion.

Suggested Actions

Discusses options for safe building sites based on previous analyses of limits and hazards.

Suggests changes that might be made to improve usefulness of sites with moderate problems.

Conclusions

Repeats primary lines of logic and conclusions developed throughout the report.

Figures

Information developed by the author and shown on created images is accurate.

Information derived from images taken from other sources is accurate.

Information in captions is accurate, sufficient to understand the figure, and properly cited.

References Cited

All sources fully identified as to author(s), date, title, publisher, and information needed to find it again

