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Assignment for junior level geomorphology class

Geomorphology in the news

The purpose of this assignment is to challenge students to apply concepts that they have learned in class to real events.  The students are asked to give a class presentation on the current news article that has a geomorphic component.  The assignment also gives students practice at giving presentations.

EENS 310 – Geomorphology Spring 2008

Geomorphology in the News Homework Assignment – Presentations will be Friday, April 4, 2008

This course is mostly focused on quantifying the processes that shape the Earth, and sometimes we all may forget why this matters.  I don’t want you to lose site of the how these processes actually affect real-life issues.  Geomorphology is in the news on a regular basis, especially in New Orleans.  Over the next month, keep your eyes and ears open for stories that have a geomorphic component.  You don’t have to be a news junkie to find news stories that involve Geomorphology.  I found one the first time I looked at NOLA.com.  

Choose a news article involving Geomorphology that you find particularly interesting and that relates to something we discussed in class.  The story should be current, with a publication date between now and April 4, 2008.  On April 4, everyone will give a short oral presentation about the article that they chose.  You can make a power-point or pdf file and project images from the news story (or other supporting images), but visuals are not required.  In general, your presentation should relate to topics that we have discussed in class, but there may be other interesting parts of the story that you would also like to present.

Your presentation should include:

· A brief overview of the news article, focusing on the geomorphic component of the story.

· Any insights that you have into the story based on what you have learned in class.  For example, if you present a story on a landslide that occurred after a large rainfall even, discuss how soil moisture affects landsliding.  

Potentially your presentation could include:

· The potentially conflicting interests of different parties.

· The pros and cons of a potential engineering project. 

· The difficulties of resolving science and public policy.

· Ways in which a disaster could have prevented.

The presentation should be 10 minutes or less.  When you find a news article, please send it to me.  I’d like to make sure that everyone presents on a different article.

If you don’t know where to start looking for articles, here are some suggestions:

· Nola.com

· The New York Times has a science section.

· The LA Times is also a good place to look.  It has a science and environment section.

· BBC news has a science/nature section.

