Teaching Geochemistry in the 21st Century

"Round Table Discussion I"

In the groups assembled by table in this initial session, we'd like you to discuss the role of geochemistry in the modern geoscience/Earth science curriculum.  We have asked one member of each table to be a moderator of the discussion, and you should also recruit one person to be the recorder/reporter.  At the end of the session we will ask for report-outs from each of the groups. So, please be prepared with a prioritized list of the most important attributes of teaching geochemistry.

To start, we'd like to ask each table to begin their discussions on one of the following topics.  This way we can be sure that each of the questions will be addressed.  Feel free to let your discussions explore any aspect of teaching geochemistry that is of interest or of importance to the group.  Please make sure that everyone in the group has the opportunity to speak, and that all voices are heard.

Questions to open the discussion:

1.  What content is taught in a modern geochemistry class? 

     What are the essential concepts, topics and skills?
2.  What are the opportunities for teaching geochemistry: courses for majors, geochemistry at the introductory level, geochemistry "across the curriculum" (e.g. in hydrology courses, etc.). How can geochemistry complement the allied sciences and engineering?

3.  Are there local, regional, or topical approaches that are used to effectively teach geochemistry?  An international perspective:  comparisons in approach, content, outcomes as geochemistry is taught in many countries.

