City College of San Francisco

GEOL 30 – 3 Units


GEOL 30 – Environmental Geology
Instructor:  
Dr. Carla Grandy

Lectures:  
MW 11- 12:30 Science Hall, Room 5


Office: 
Science Hall, Room 134 (Room is in the stairwell on the 1st floor at the far south end of the building )

Office Hours: M/W10:30-11 (in room S-44) or by appointment 

Telephone:
Earth Sciences Department Office and Voice Mail: 452-7423


(Note: I do not check voice mail evenings or weekends and email is the fastest way to get a response from me) 

E-mail:
E-mail address: cgrandy@ccsf.edu. When you email, please let me know which class you are in (i.e. oceanography lecture.) (Be warned: I do not always check email at night or on weekends so don’t expect a response to your email at midnight!)

Web Site:
https://sites.google.com/a/mail.ccsf.edu/carla-grandy/ I will update this site weekly so you will need to check here regularly for the updated schedule, study guides, handouts, keys for certain assignments, and course announcements.
Environmental Geology is the study of the nature and dynamics of Earth's near-surface environment (waters, atmosphere, soils, and landforms) and human interactions with it. Topics include climate and climate change, natural hazards (earthquakes, volcanoes, floods), resource management (mining, fossil fuels, groundwater), pollution (water quality and air pollution), monitoring, and political and human influences. Geology 30 is accepted for credit as Physical Science by the University of California and the California State University system.

My Goals for the class:

My ultimate goal is to engender in you an appreciation for the world around you and the processes that have shaped it. Especially in California, there are exciting examples of environmental geology in action all around us and as you go through this class (if you don’t already) you will start to notice how earth science affects your daily life. 

In addition, this class is intended to help you practice thinking logically and reasoning through problems (rather than memorizing the answers). As you will learn, in science there are many questions that do not yet have answers. You will learn to think like a scientist and reason through problems with the information that is available. Finally, we will work on communication skills – both oral and written. No matter what your ultimate educational or professional goals, being able to think critically and communicate effectively to others will benefit you.

INFORMATION & COURSE POLICIES

Attendance:
A student may be dropped due to excessive unexcused absences or for missing an exam without prior consent.
Classroom Etiquette:



· Come to class on time

· If you have to come late or leave early, be courteous to your fellow classmates and to me

· If you must miss a class IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO FIND OUT WHAT YOU MISSED!!!
· Turn off your cell phone
· Do not text in class

· Do not talk to each other while I am talking – if you have a question ask me

· Please don’t chew gum in class – it distracts me!


Exam Etiquette:



· Bring a pencil.

· If you arrive late for an exam, you will be penalized. 

· You will not be admitted to an exam if you are more than 15 minutes late. 

· Under no circumstances may you talk, look at another person’s paper, text (or do anything with your phone) during an exam. I will assume you are cheating if you do any of the above and you will fail the exam and be reported to the Dean of Student Advocacy, Rights and Responsibilities for further action. 

Study Sessions: In addition to instructor office hours, student peer mentoring and exam review sessions will be held in the Earth Sciences Laboratory (Science Hall, Room 45); the schedule is available online at: http://www.ccsf.edu/Departments/Earth_Sciences/

Required Reading:


· Environmental Geology, 9th Edition, Edward A. Keller (available in the bookstore or online. Older editions are also okay.) The online schedule outlines what material will be covered each week and it is important to read the text before coming to class. 
· Additional required readings will be assigned throughout the semester. These will either be online, provided in-class, or on reserve in the library.
Study Guides: Study guides will be available on the class website. These will contain questions you should be able to answer after class. This is a guide to help you organize your thoughts from class and to keep you on track. The exams and quizzes will not follow the study guide exactly, but they will help you to prepare. 
Reserve Books: If you cannot or do not wish to purchase the textbook for this class, several copies of the textbook are on 2-hour reserve in the library. 

Internet and Email:
 You must have access to the internet and email. Throughout the semester I will use email to communicate with you and send assignments to you. I will also utilize some web resources for readings and homework assignments. There are student computing labs on campus, which are available for all students to use. If you do not have an email account or do not have experience using the internet, see me and I can direct you to resources on campus. 
Special Needs: If you need classroom or testing accommodations because of disability, need  to relate emergency  medical information, or require special arrangements in case of building evacuation, please make an appointment with the instructor as soon as possible.  Students seeking disability-related accommodations should contact Disabled Students Programs and Services (DSPS) in Room 323 of the Rosenberg Library (415-452-5481). In case of building evacuation students should leave through the nearest exit, then move away from the building.
Grading:

Your grade will consist of the following:




4 Exams 


400 points 




Quizzes 


100 points 




In Class Assignments 
  50 points




Homework Assignments 
  50 points




Total:


600 points















        Grading Standards:


	A
	B
	C
	D
	F

	> 90%
	80% – 89.9% 
	65% -- 79.9 %
	50 % -- 64.9% 
	< 50%

	540-600 points
	480-539 points
	390-479 points
	300-389 points
	<300 points


Quizzes: Quizzes will be given throughout the semester. The days of the quizzes are indicated on the schedule and it is your responsibility to know when there is a quiz.  Quizzes will be given at the beginning of class and will have a time limit (usually 15 minutes after class begins) so you must be on-time – late quizzes are not accepted. Each person will be able to make-up one missed quiz per semester (and only one). The make-up quiz will likely be different (and potentially harder) than the original quiz.   
Exams: The exams will be mostly multiple-choice questions. Exam dates are given on the schedule. Make sure you know when they are. You must bring a pencil for each exam. Make-up exams will only be given if you have a doctor’s note or some other documentation stating that you were absolutely unable to attend class that day. If you are truly sick the day of an exam – don’t come, but do go to the doctor so you can make up the exam. 
Final Exam:
Final exam is optional. It will cover all material from throughout the semester. If you take the exam it will replace your lowest test grade from Exams 1-4. You must do well on it for this to benefit your grade. It is not extra credit, but an opportunity for you to recover your grade if you did badly on one exam. 
In-Class Assignments: You must be in class to receive credit for the in-class assignments. If you miss class, be sure to get the assignment, but I will not accept late assignments.


Homework Assignments:
When assigned, homework assignments are due at the beginning of class. If you arrive late, I will automatically deduct 50% from your score. At times you will be 

required to type your homework assignments. Computers and printers are available at campus computing facilities. 

Extra Credit:
 You will have the opportunity to earn up to 5 points per exam by doing some sort of volunteer or service learning project relating to the topics discussed in this class. This could be participating in a beach clean-up, organizing a clean-up of a local park, participating in a habitat restoration project or any number of other possibilities. I will keep a list of opportunities that I am aware of and please let me know if you hear of anything interesting. Extra credit is due the day after each exam. 
Cheating
· Cheating will not be tolerated. If I suspect that you are cheating you will earn a 0 for the assignment.

· If you do not understand a word on a test or quiz – ask me, not your neighbor. When you talk during a quiz or exam, I think you are cheating. 

· Plagiarism is also cheating and will also not be tolerated.

· If I suspect that your are cheating, I will contact the Dean of Student Advocacy, Rights and Responsibilities to assess the need for further action on the part of the College


How to Succeed in this class:

1. Come to class every day. If you have to miss class, arrange to get class notes from another student and keep up with the reading. 

2. Keep a notebook with your syllabus, all of your class notes, and all of your handouts together in the same place.

3. Read the assigned sections from the textbook BEFORE class. This will enable you to participate in class discussions, in-class assignments, and to have a generally more rewarding geography experience. 

4. Answer the study guide questions shortly after class while the information is still fresh in your mind. Be sure that you go through each question and write-out the answers in your own words. If you do not know an answer, ask me in class. If something was unclear, ask me in class. If you want more detail, ask me in class. 

5. Anything that we discuss in class may potentially appear on the exam. While the book and other readings are very important and will help you tremendously, THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS TO COME TO CLASS AND BE ENGAGED. I write the test questions and if you are not here, you will not know what I think are the most important things!!! At times we will cover topics in lecture that are not in the book for which I will almost always give you a back-up reference, but you have to be here to find that out. BOTTOM LINE – YOU CANNOT JUST READ THE BOOK TO SUCCEED IN THIS CLASS. 

6. If you fall behind, are not doing as well as you would like, or just want some advice -- come see me. If you are having problems, don’t wait until half way through the semester – sooner is better. 
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