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SYLLABUS

Dr. Cristina L. Archer

Office: PHSC 115

Tel.: (530) 898-5618

Email: carcher@csuchico.edu
Course time and room:

Tuesday and Thursday 11:00-12:15, PHSC 301.

Course goal:
Understanding fundamental energy issues relevant to us humans, with emphasis on renewable energy and consequences of our current energy choices.

Texts:
Hinrichs R. A. and Kleinbach M., Energy and its use in the environment, Thomson Brooks/Cole, Fourth Edition, 2006.

Office hours:
Monday and Wednesday 11-12 noon, or by appointment. 

Assignments and exams:


Quizzes (8)
  80 pts.

Homework project
  50 pts.

Midterm
150 pts. 

Final
250 pts.



TOTAL
530 pts.

Grades:
The sum of all points (from assignments, tests, etc.) must be 330 points (for a D) or more. 
Letter grade:


A
B
C
D


Minimum points:


510
455
390
330


The students, faculty, administrators, and staff of CSU, Chico are committed to a culture of honesty in which members of the community accept responsibility to uphold academic integrity in all they say, write, and create. I expect all my students to fully embrace such academic integrity. For more details, please consult http://www.csuchico.edu/sjd.

If you have special needs (e.g., disability, diversity), please feel free to contact me. I will do my best to help you or direct you where you could find help, while keeping the issue confidential.
COURSE OUTLINE (temptative)

	Week
	Day
	Topic
	Chapter
	Notes

	
	
	
	
	

	1
	27 Jan
	Movie “Enron, the smartest guys …”
	
	Teacher out of town

	
	29 Jan
	Movie “Enron, the smartest guys …”
	
	Teacher out of town

	2
	3 Feb

	Introduction to energy
	1, 2
	

	
	5 Feb

	Energy conservation 
	3
	

	3
	10 Feb
	Energy uses: Heat and work
	2, 4
	Quiz #1

	
	12 Feb
	Energy uses: Heat and work
	2, 4
	

	4
	17 Feb
	Home energy
	5
	

	
	19 Feb
	Home energy
	5
	Quiz #2

	5
	24 Feb
	Energy uses: Electricity
	10
	

	
	26 Feb
	Energy uses: Electricity
	10
	

	6
	3 Mar
	Electromagnetism and transmission
	11
	Quiz #3

	
	5 Mar
	Energy sources: nuclear energy (Dr. William Murphy’s presentation)
	13-14
	

	7
	10 Mar
	Energy sources: nuclear energy
	13-14
	Quiz #4

	
	12 Mar
	Energy sources: fossil fuels
	7
	

	8
	17 Mar
	Spring break – No classes
	
	

	
	19 Mar
	Spring break – No classes
	
	

	9
	24 Mar
	Energy sources: solar energy
	6, 12
	Quiz #5

	
	26 Mar
	Energy sources: solar energy
	6, 12
	

	10
	31 Mar
	Cesar Chavez – No classes
	
	

	
	2 Apr
	MIDTERM
	
	MIDTERM

	11
	7 Apr
	Energy sources: wind
	12
	

	
	9 Apr
	Energy sources: wind
	Notes
	

	12
	14 Apr
	Energy sources: wind
	Notes
	

	
	16 Apr
	Energy sources: geothermal
	18
	Quiz #6

	13
	21 Apr
	Energy sources: geothermal
	18
	

	
	23 Apr
	Energy sources: biomass
	17
	Quiz #7

	14
	28 Apr
	Energy sources: biomass
	17
	

	
	30 Apr
	Energy sources: hydro and tidal
	12
	

	15
	5 May
	Global warming and pollution
	9
	Quiz #8

	
	7 May
	Global warming and pollution
	Notes
	In-class group project

	16
	12 May
	Global warming and pollution
	Notes
	

	
	14 May
	Global warming and pollution
	Notes
	

	17
	18-22 May
	Finals
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