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COURSE DESPRIPTION:

This course will introduce students to the concept of sustainability. Students will study how individuals, corporations, universities, and government entities are addressing issues relating to sustainability. The course will explore how these groups and organizations develop and implement sustainability policies and how government, at all levels, can encourage the implementation of sustainability practices. These topics will be explored through readings, site visits and discussions with individuals involved with developing sustainability policies.
This course connects directly to the Pacific Seminar 1 theme “What is a Good Society” in that it makes us think about the values that are embodied in the choices made as sustainability policies are developed and implemented. Hence, the need for us to think about how we would define “a Good Society” and the policy mix that would best help achieve such a society.  
More broadly, this course is designed to meet the following objectives:

· To help students develop writing, critical thinking, and oral presentation skills.

· To teach students to retrieve, evaluate, and document information

· To develop and present their insights based on their research
· To broaden social awareness and encourage engaged citizenship.

TEXTS: 
     Vital Signs 2009: Earth Watch Institute

     Edwards, Andres, 2005, The Sustainability Revolution: Portrait of a Paradigm Shift: 
New Society Publishers 244p

Speth, J.G., 2009, The Bridge at the Edge of the World : Capitalism, the Environment, 

and Crossing from Crisis to Sustainability, 2009: Yale University Press 322p. 
[Dr. Speth  is the Dean of the School of Forestry and Environmental Studies at Yale.]
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES AND EXPECTATIONS:

1. Each one of us is a participant in the teaching/learning process.  We teach others and learn from them continuously.  If you arrive at class unprepared, you will not be able to help others learn as much from your experiences. If you are not in class you can not teach or learn.  Please see attendance policy below.

2. Students are expected to complete all reading assignments by due dates and arrive a class prepared to discuss what they have read.

3. Students are expected to keep a reflective journal throughout the term chronicle their experiences with the topic of sustainability. In some instances part of class will be devoted to writing journal entries, in other cases topics will be suggested and must be completed outside of class. [See handout on the Reflective Journal]
4. Students, working in small groups, will research and determine the best ways for government entities to encourage individuals to incorporate the concept of sustainability in decision making. [See handout on the government policy assignment.]
5. Preliminary sustainability policy/implementation paper and presentation.  Each student will be required to research how a university, corporation, non-profit, or government agency is implementing a more sustainable approach in the operation of their organization.  The paper should provide details of the initiative and the costs and benefits derived.  Each student will then participate in a panel to informally present the results of their research. [See handout on the Preliminary sustainability policy/implementation paper and presentation.]
6. Sustainability policy/implementation paper and presentation.  Each student, individually or in small groups, will research a government agency, university, non-profit agency, or private/public corporation.  You will assess their approach to developing and implementing sustainability policies. Based on your analysis you will make recommendations to their CEO, Director etc. regarding future sustainability initiatives. When working with a group, each student must complete a significant piece [at least 8 pages]of the final report.  Each individual is responsible for a formal 5-minute presentation on their topic. [See handout on the Policy paper assignment.]
COURSE SCHEDULE


Phase One ~ Sustainability Issues



Resources: Readings from Vital Signs 2009 and the Bridge at the Edge of the World


Assignment: Government Policy Assignment

Phase Two ~ Sustainability Policies and their Implementation



Resources:  Readings from The Sustainability Revolution


Assignment: Preliminary policy/implementation paper

Phase Three ~ Case Studies



Resources:  Site Visits and discussions/presentations by individuals working with issues

 of sustainability in universities, government agencies and corporations.

Phase Four ~  Sustainability policy/implementation paper and presentation

BLACKBOARD SITE:

A Blackboard course site for this class is located at https://pacific.blackboard.com.  I will enroll you in the Blackboard site for this section.
You will be required to upload your research paper, drafts of it, and reflection on your writing process in the Written Communication Outcome of your e-portfolio. You are also encouraged to deposit other work in other relevant e-portfolio Outcomes with corresponding reflection statements. The research paper and reflection on it must be deposited by the end of the course in order to pass the course. 

ATTENDANCE POLICY:
Attendance is required for Pacific Seminar 2.  Students are allowed three unexcused absences during the semester.  After three unexcused absences, your final grade for the course will be lowered by one-third of a grade (e.g., from a “B+” to a “B”) for each day that you are absent from class without a valid excuse.  This means that if you miss five days of class without a valid excuse, your final grade for the course will be lowered by two-thirds of a grade (e.g., from a “B+” to a “B-”).  A valid excuse for missing class will require written documentation from a person who can certify your illness or other misfortune.
HONOR CODE:

Students are expected to: act honestly in all matters; actively encourage academic integrity; discourage any form of cheating or dishonesty by others; and inform the instructor and appropriate University administrator if she/he has a reasonable and good faith belief and substantial evidence that a violation of the Academic Honesty Policy has occurred.  Plagiarism is defined as presenting as one’s own, the work, or the opinions of someone else without proper acknowledgement. Plagiarism

includes, but is not limited to:

· Failing to give credit for ideas, statements of facts, or conclusion derived by another author; failure to use quotation marks when quoting directly from another, whether it is a paragraph, a sentence, or part thereof; 

· failure to properly cite other’s work.

· Submitting a paper purchased or obtained from a “research”or term paper service.

· Submitting a paper obtained from an internet resource.

· Giving a speech or oral presentation or submitting a paper written by another person and claiming it as one’s own work.
Please see the Tiger Lore for a complete listing of the Pacific Academic Honor Policy
