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Spring 2009
ENVS 105 Hazards and Resources
Prof. Christine Metzger
	Class: M W F 9-9:50, SC 219 

Lab: T  1:30-4:20, SC 219


	Office: 

Office hours: 

M 10-11, T 12:30-1:30,           W 12:30-1:30;  and by appt.
	Email: 

Phone: 


Course description

Hazards and Resources (ENVS 105) provides an introduction to Earth science, emphasizing the roles of geological and atmospheric science in environmental issues.  The course will focus on processes that occur at and below the Earth’s surface and their associated environmental impacts.  Students will explore plate tectonics, sedimentary environments, atmospheric science, soil science, and surficial processes.  Topics include mineral and energy resources, water resources,  land use and planning, and waste disposal and pollution, with special emphasis on geohazards, including floods, landslides, earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunamis, tornadoes, hurricanes, and climate change. 
The first part of the course will focus on natural geologic hazards.  The second part of the course will examine resources and pollution, and the course will close on the topic of hazard mitigation and management.
Required textbooks

Introduction to Environmental Geology, Keller

The Control of Nature, McPhee

Class attendance and participation

By registering for this course, you have made a commitment to attending all scheduled class and lab sessions.  You cannot pass this class by simply reading the textbook—not only that, you will miss all the exciting, interesting things that we do in lab and inside and outside of the classroom.  Please be prompt and stay for the entirety of class.  If you miss class, please contact me as soon as possible, and make an appointment to get any missed handouts.  It is your responsibility to get notes from a classmate, as I will not provide copies of notes or PowerPoint files.  

I expect that you will actively participate in all class and lab activities, discussions, and assignments.  By working together, we will all learn and teach each other.  Please ask questions often, in class and out, of myself and of each other!  

Come to class prepared and ready to work.  Being prepared means reading the textbook and any supplementary information on Moodle, doing any assignments, taking notes, participating, asking questions, and anything else I would expect from a Whittier student. 

Lab policies

In the lab, you will apply skills you have learned in class to practical situations.  You will learn how to identify rocks and minerals, use topographic and geologic maps, examine aerial photographs, and investigate case studies of environmental issues.  

Please bring the following with you to every lab: 

· a sharpened/mechanical pencil

· an eraser

· a metric ruler (30 cm)

· a calculator (nothing fancy, a four-function scientific will be fine, but not your cellphone)

Before coming to lab each week, read over the lab hand-out and any supplementary information on the Moodle course site.  

Assignments from the weekly lab are worth 30% of your final grade in the course and are imperative for your full understanding of the course material.  

Assignments from the laboratory section are due at the start of the following lab.  Hard copies are required for all assignments—I will not accept digital or emailed copies.  Assignments turned in up to one week late will receive half the total points as a maximum starting grade.  Assignments more than one week late, for any reason, will receive no credit.   

It is your responsibility to get the assignment from me or a classmate if you miss lab for any reason.  Copies of the lab handouts will be available on Moodle, but many of the labs will require additional in-class materials like maps or rocks.  Making up such labs will require that you attend my office hours or set up an appointment with me.  If you know you are going to miss a lab, please contact me in advance.  
Grading
30%
Labs 


15% 
Exam 1


15% 
Exam 2

15%  
Exam 3

15% 
Term project

10%
Quizzes
100%
total

I will post your grades, as they are available, on Moodle.  It is your responsibility to check and ensure that the online grade agrees with your records throughout the term.  Please see me immediately if you notice any discrepancies.  

I do not give extra credit, so please don’t wait until the end of the term to begin to work toward the grade you would like in this course. 

Quizzes

I will give unannounced quizzes throughout the term.  These quizzes combined are worth 10% of your final grade.  No make-ups will be given, nor will you be allowed to take the quiz if you arrive late to class.  
Exams

There will be three exams in this course—two mid-terms and the final.  No make-up exams will be given unless cleared with me on a case-by-case basis in advance of the day of the exam.  Please see me in advance if you have special testing (or other) needs.
Field trip – Tuesday, 10 March
During the usual labtime on this date, we will take a field trip to examine some landslide scarps near Hacienda Heights.  I will provide more details closer to the date.  
Term project 

Each student will complete a multi-part term project, involving a written component and an oral presentation.  Details will follow as the course progresses. 

Contacting me
My email: cmetzger@whittier.edu
My phone: 
My office: 

The best way to reach me is by email, although you should also feel free to give me a call on my office telephone.  I regularly check my email Monday through Friday, from 9-5, and I will make every effort to respond within 24 hours.  As a rule, do not expect to get an immediate response if you email me outside of working hours, especially on weekends.  My office hours are M 10-11, T 12:30-1:30, and W 12:30-1:30, but you are more than welcome to stop by outside of those times.  You can also email me your availability to set up an appointment outside of my office hours.  If my door is open, please feel free to poke your head in and say hello!

Please email me from your @poets.whittier.edu address, with an appropriate subject heading and message content.   Plan to check your @poets email and the course Moodle page often so that you are aware of any important course information or announcements.  Please respond to any emails from me in a timely fashion.  

Academic honesty

Although I allow and encourage you to work in small groups in class and in lab, I expect that the work that you turn into me is your own work.  For example, you can discuss ideas with each other, but you cannot duplicate each other’s answers in written form.  I will go over proper scientific citation styles as you start work on your class projects.  You are expected to maintain the highest levels of academic honesty and personal integrity and you should be aware of the consequences dictated by the College should you choose not to do so, including failing the assignment, failing the course, and disciplinary action by the College.  
In summary…(whew!)

Be committed to learning about the Earth we all live on.  Be an engaged, engaging member of the classroom community.  There are a lot of exciting ideas to digest and discuss in this course and we might as well have a good time doing it!
