Consequences of Modern Energy Use:  A Remote Sensing analysis of the gulf oil spill using ArcGIS software.


Note to Instructors:

This methodology can be used to analyze the spatial patterns of just about anything.  For example, students could analyze the distribution of solar panels on houses in a German village vs houses in your community.  In a more advanced course such as Remote Sensing or GIS, an important part of the exercise could be to have the students locate the satellite imagery themselves, develop their own research questions, and use these methods to isolate whatever they’re analyzing.  

If the dataset is spatially referenced, which the NASA images are not, students could do simple GIS analyses on spatial extent of whatever they’re studying.  

GPS data could be added to a spatially referenced image locating the position of the Deepwater horizon drill rig and analyze ocean currents, etc.  


