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Writing is a critical component to effective geoscience content acquisition and skill development, but teaching (and grading!) it can also be a painful process, here are some suggested strategies to help address some of the common challenges:
· Peer Review of Drafts: students can review each others work using the same/similar grading criteria to what the final assessment will be. 
· Short, low-stakes writing assignments: provides opportunities for quick feedback turnaround without worrying about grading, developing practicing skills
· Annotated Bibliography: Brief overview of a paper and summarize key sources. Allows you to vet the project and sources in order to head off potential problems.
· Scaffolding longer writing assignments: breaking up assignments into multiple steps include the outline, introduction, results or however it makes it more partitioned.
· Rubrics: breaking down the assignment to individual categories that helps provide a guideline for students to follow in writing and creates an easier guide for grading (see below for an example rubric).




There are lots of different types of rubric out there. Here is an example of one rubric that can used to assess student writing (taken from http://www.ucdenver.edu/faculty_staff/faculty/center-for-faculty-development/Documents/Tutorials/Rubrics/documents/ex_writing_sample.pdf,   and links to other examples:

[image: ]

http://sites.middlebury.edu/teachingandwriting/files/2014/08/Natural-Science-Rubric-Final.pdf

http://www.athens.edu/pdfs/writing/College-Level-Writing-Rubric.pdf

https://www.science.purdue.edu/Current_Students/curriculum_and_degree_requirements/writing_rubric_gray.pdf 
image1.emf
Evaluating a College Writing Sample RUBRIC

-3- -2- -1- -0-
CRITERIA / SCALE Exceeds Expectations Meets Expectations Needs Improvement Inadequate
Structure ®  Paper is logically ®  Paper has a clear ® There is some level of ® There is no apparent
®  Organization organized organizational structure organization though organization to the paper.
e Flow of thought e Easily followed With.SOI.’n.e digressions, fiigressions, ambiguities, e Difficult to follow
® Transitions e Effective, smooth, and ?;gi;%iﬁf:s or 1rr'elevances are too many | o No or poor transitions
e Format logical transitions ' ° leﬁcul.t to fOHO.“f e No format
e  Professional format ° Ea51.ly fOHO'VYed ® Ineffective transitions
® Basic transitions e Rambling format
®  Structured format
Grammar/mechanics e  Manipulates complex e  Uses complex sentences e Uses compound sentences | ®  Uses simple sentences
® sentence structure sentences for effect/impact | o  Few punctuation or ® Too many punctuation
® punctuation/mechanics e  No punctuation or mechanical errors and/or mechanical errors
mechanical errors
Language ® Vocabulary is ® Vocabulary is varied, ® Vocabulary is used ® Vocabulary is
® Vocabulary; use of sophisticated and correct specific and appropriate properly though sentences unsophisticated, not used
vocabulary as are sentences which e Frequently uses subject may be simple properly in very simple
e Tone vary in structure and specific vocabulary e Infrequently uses subject sentences.
length correctly specific vocabulary e  Uses subject specific
®  Uses and manipulates e  Writer’s tone emerges and correctly vocabulary too sparingly
subject specific is generally appropriate to | ®  Writer’s tone exhibits
vocabulary for effect audience some level of audience
®  Writer’s tone is clear, sensitivity
consistent and appropriate
for intended audience
Content/information e Central idea is well e Central idea and clarity of | ® The central idea is e Central idea and clarity of
® (larity of purpose developed and clarity of purpose are generally expressed though it may purpose are absent or
e Critical and original purpose is exhibited evident throughout the be vague or too broad; incompletely expressed
thought throughout the paper essay Some sense of purpose is and maintained
e  Use of examples ® Abundance of evidence of | ®  Evidence of critical, maintained throughout the | o  Little or no evidence of
critical, careful thought careful thought and cssay critical, careful thought or
and analysis and/or insight analysis and/or insight e Some evidence of critical, analysis and/or insight
e Evidence and examples ® There are good, relevant careful thought and ®  There are too few, no
are vivid and specific, supporting examples and analysis and/or insight examples and evidence or
while focus remains tight evidence ® There are some examples they are mostly irrelevant
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