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Value of field experiences? 

“The reading of books and the study of 
specimens will never make the geologist; the 

geologist is made in the field, not in the 
laboratory.” 

 
(Himus and Sweeting, 1955) 



Learning in the field depends on… 
• Placement of field experience in the curriculum/degree program 

•  early vs late?  

•  integrated vs isolated? 

• Extent of student’s novelty space** 

•  cognitive 

•  geographic 

•  psychological 

•  Field trip program 

•  learning materials 

•  structure 



Cognitive novelty 
• Pre-field skill & knowledge building 

http://homepage.smc.edu/grippo_alessandro/struct2.html http://www4.uwm.edu/course/geosci697/
sections/tom%20using%20orient%20dev.jpg 



Geographic novelty 
• Prepare students for what they will experience 

• Prepare yourself for potential hazards  



Considerations 
• Physical health and environmental conditions 

•  Known allergy to bee stings —> disclose information on Med Form; carry 
Epipens; Alert instructor to storage location of Epipens 

•  Seasickness —> disclose on Med Form; see doctor prior to trip for meds 

• Daily activities 

•  Unsafe cliffs, overhangs, steep slopes —> Stay away from hazardous 
surfaces; be aware of people above; avoid climbing when people are 
below you  

•  Heavy machinery operation —> Proper attire (steel toe boots, hard hat, 
safety glasses) 

•  Transportation 

•  Project work along roadways —> pay careful attention to safety briefings; 
participants must wear high visibility clothing 



Resources 

• Consider Red Cross 
(or similar training) 

• University Office of 
Risk Management (or 
equivalent) 

• Workshop participants 
and other networks 

• Human Resources 

• Others? 



Psychological novelty 
• Prepare students for what they will experience 

• Setting the tone of professionalism 



Considerations 
• Working with people from a 

variety of backgrounds 

•  RV: ship crew, RV pilot, 
scientist, cook  

•  Drill team: crew, scientist, 
engineer, client 

• Down time 

•  Alcohol usage —> clarify rules 
of field site, know limits, 
emergency preparedness  

• SAFE study 

•  Harassment/assault in the field 

•  Political instability 

From Univ. of Missouri - Field Camp 

Clancy et al., 2014 



Resources 
• Human resources 

•  Faculty handbook 

• Student handbook 

•  Title IX Office 

• Others? 


