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Context: This activity was used in an introductory geology course for undergraduate non-majors.  The class is a large-lecture format (100+ students).   The students must be familiar with the different energy resources available (such as fossil fuels, solar, nuclear, wind, and hydrothermal) and must be familiar with the pros and cons of each option.  This is intended as a stand-alone exercise to encourage student interaction and assessment of course concepts.

Goals: The activity is focused on energy resources.  The students must critically evaluate the different energy resource options and formulate which would be the best for our country’s future use.  This activity is completed by the students working together in groups.
Secretary of Energy

Split up into groups of 3-4 Students.

Names:






Imagine that you are the appointed Secretary of Energy.  Given the different energy resources we have discussed in class, what would be your approach to secure the energy needs of the nation in the long term?  Why?




























Discuss and don’t be afraid to voice your opinion.  There are not necessarily right or wrong answers to this question.  The most important part of this exercise is to start an informed discussion.
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