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Dr. James W. Ward

Guidelines for Research Paper

The research paper for this class should be no shorter than 5 pages, not including a cover page, figures or tables, or reference pages. It should be double spaced and properly referenced according to the format found below. There should be at a minimum of 10 references with a maximum of 2 internet references (i.e., the references must come from journal articles and books). The paper should have an introductory paragraph followed by the main body and conclusion; no abstract is necessary. You can use the ASU library or use Google Scholar etc. 
The purpose of this assignment is to learn to write in a scientific manner. Be short and concise with your points—no “beating around the bush”.  Do not procrastinate or the final product will not be adequate. 
The paper is due at the beginning of class, April 7, 2010. 

The reference format for this paper comes from the journal Restoration Ecology and is described below.
Literature Cited
In the text, unpublished studies should be referred to as such or as a personal communication and should include an affiliation. Example: (R. Davis 1999, Harvard University, Boston, MA, personal communication). References in the text should be inserted in parentheses, in chronological order as follows: (Johnson & Van Cleve 1976; Cairns 1981; Plafkin et al. 1989). The reference list should be in alphabetical order according to first-named author. Papers with two authors should follow those of the first-named author, arranged in alphabetical order according to the name of the second author. Papers with more than two authors should follow in chronological order. All authors' names, dates, title of book or article, publisher and place of publication must be included. Do not use abbreviations. The following are examples:
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