




•  A few of strategies to consider: 
– Become well-versed in some aspect of earth 

science on a local or regional level 
– Become active in a local political body that 

uses earth science in its decision making 
– Become knowledgeable about earth science 

standards for elementary and secondary 
education in your state 



•  By becoming well-versed about some 
local or regional earth science issue you 
may have opportunities to… 

 … build bridges to local civic, academic, 
and governmental groups on behalf of 
your institution 

Castle Crags State Park 



… contribute 
articles to 
newspapers, 
journals, or 
books of local or 
regional interest 



… host workshops or 
field trips for regional 
geologic associations 
(e.g., GSA, NAGT) or 
land management 
agencies 



… that may 
grow into 
short 
courses 
offered as 
part of your 
regular 
curriculum. 



 … collaborate with 
visiting researchers 
and explore 
opportunities for your 
students to work with 
them as well;  if you 
are in a CC, this is a 
very good way to 
prepare students for 
success at the local 4-
yr college/university.  
Also opens up access 
to equipment and labs. 



•  By becoming active in a 
local political body that 
uses earth science in its 
decision making … 

… you may find yourself 
learning about whole 
new areas of the 
discipline in an effort to 
address local problems; 



… What are some of 
the local issues in 
your area? 

•  Natural Hazards 
(e.g., EQs, 
volcanoes, floods, 
etc.) 

•  Resources 
•  Pollution or 

Environmental 
issues 

•  Others? 

Debris flows in the Catalina 
Mountains near Tucson, AZ 
7/31/2006 



… you may also 
find there is a lot 
of community 
support for those 
who can bring a 
scientific 
background and 
perspective to 
land use and 
resource issues 



•  By becoming knowledgeable about earth 
science standards for elementary and 
secondary education in your state you 
may… 
… be afforded 
opportunities to 
work with local 
teachers to create 
and implement 
earth science 
exercises 

What was the velocity 
of the water that 
shaped these bars? 



 … be able to offer 
workshops to help 
teachers learn 
more about the 
earth science 
topics they’ll be 
sharing with their 
students 



 … there are 
many 
opportunities to 
partner with other 
institutions in 
funded work on 
teacher 
preparation (e.g., 
Bob Butler at 
University of 
Portland and his 
TOLE project at:  http://orgs.up.edu/tole/about.html 



•  So, take a few minutes to think and write down about 
one way in which you could act on one of the following: 
–  Become well-versed in some aspect of earth science on a local 

or regional level 
–  Become active in a local political body that uses earth science in 

its decision making 
–  Become knowledgeable about earth science standards for 

elementary and secondary education in your state 

•  Finally, take a few minutes and share what you’ve written 
with one person near you. 


