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Retention and Success

« Consider the following strategies for helping students
who are poorly-prepared or poorly-motivated succeed:

— Offer a refresher course or a linked course

— State expectations explicitly / offer frequent follow-up

— Encourage students to prepare for class ahead of
time

— Make supporting information for assignments
available in multiple formats

— Encourage students to revisit and learn from their
earlier assignments

— Assess learning throughout the semester using many
small, low-stakes assignments
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* Appropriate
background
knowledge and
skills are crucial
to student
success, but
some students
do not take or
forget key
coursework
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« State expectations very clearly, and offer
frequent follow-up to the student and his or
her mentor.
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* Encourage
students to
prepare for
class ahead of
time by posting
brief exercises
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Retention and Success

» Make supporting information for
assignments available in multiple formats.
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Home Historical Geology Writing Assignments, Spring 2008

Syllabus Because all scientific disciplines are changing rapidly, new ideas are commonly presented in journals months or years before they are incorporated into textbooks. In order to introduce you
to some of the current ideas in historical geology I am asking you to read two articles from the recent literature over the course of the semester. Then, working from the premise that one of
the best ways to understand something is to explain it to someone else, I ask that you write an outline and an abstract (concise summary) of each article. Developing the abilty to sort out
the key concepts of an article and state them succinctly in a well organized and clearly written summary is a skill that will serve you well in whatever work or studies you pursue.

Documents

Instructions for both sets of articles:
+ First, read one of the articles from each of the sets listed below.

« Second, write a outline of the article's key points using complete sentences. Starting from a list of section headings or the main topic of each paragraph may be a good way to begin
organizing your outline. Your final version rust be typed, and you should identify yourself only by typing your class PIN — not your name — on the upper, right-hand comer of the
first page. The outline will be worth 5 points, and will be graded on grammar, completeness, and the relevance of the material to the main ideas of the article (focus on major points,
not minor details) according to the rubric handed out in class. An example of an article used previously in a similar course is posted in the glass case on the north wall of LS-3, and
the accompanying links will take you to a sample outline written from it. Because the rubric and sample outine (as well as the other sample documents linked below) are PDF fles
you will need to install a free copy of Adobe Acrobat Reader to view them if you do not already have one on your computer.

as e e Bia

Third, prepare an abstract that summarizes the most important observations and conclusions of the article according to the instructions given on the accompanying template. If you're
not familiar with what an abstact is, check out this short essay on what makes a good versus a bad abstract by Kenneth Landes. Your final version must be typed using the template,
and you should identifyy yourself only by typing your class PIN — not your name — in the space indicated near the top of the right hand column. You will want to work from your
outline, but be careful not to paraphrase the article closely or include text directly from it without attribution. Doing so constitutes plagiarism and will result in a loss of points. The
abstract will be worth 10 points, and will be graded about 2/3 on content (clarity, originality, and thoughtfulness of answers) and 1/3 on form (spelling, punctuation, and organization)
according to the rubric handed out in class. The accompanying link will take you to a sample abstract written from the article mentioned above, and a copy of this sample abstract is
posted in the case outside LS-3.

Auticle Set 1: History of Earth's Environment
+ A Cool Early Eaxth? by John W. Valley, Scientific American, October 2005, p. 58-65.
 Tmpact from the Deep by Peter D. Ward, Scientific American, October 2006, p. 64-71
Asticle Set 2: History of Life on Earth
« Tracking an Ancient Killer by Ramond R. Rogers and David W. Krause, Scientific American, February 2007, p. 42-51
« South America’s Missing Mammals by John J. Flynn, André R. Wyss, and Reynaldo Charrier, Scientific Americar, May 2007, p. 68-75
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* Encourage students to revisit and learn
from their earlier assignments
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