Grading Checklist

Name________________________________________ Paper____________________

______The title hints at the thesis  

______The paper is formatted correctly

______The pages are numbered

An "A" paper has:

______ a clear, argumentative thesis appropriate for the topic and audience

______ original ideas that reveal depth of critical engagement with the text

______ organization that builds to a conclusion (does more than give several examples of a single claim)
______ coherent paragraph order

______ a claim well-supported with textual evidence; fully developed by details, examples, reasons

______ each stage of the argument has a clearly stated point that links clearly to the thesis
______ subtle transitions used within and between paragraphs

______ varied, "tight" sentence structure, strong verbs

______ few (or no) errors in grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling

______ a clear and interesting introduction that "baits" the reader

______ a conclusion that does more than summarize the main points

A "B" paper has:

______ a clearly stated thesis

______ ideas do more than state the obvious

______ good, if somewhat mechanical organization, clearly defined stages of the argument

______ development evident but not consistent or balanced

______ transitions used between paragraphs but could be stronger

______ uses varied sentence structure, active voice

______ few problems with grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling      

______ the introduction provides a lead or funnel to thesis

______ a conclusion that psychologically closes the essay

A "C" paper has:

______ a competent thesis but thin and predictable information with vague generalities

______ organization that is evident but lacks control and consistency (points ordered but not to the

 best advantage)

______ points that need more development

______ paragraphs without clearly stated topics or the topics aren’t linked to the thesis
______ parts that stray from the main idea

______ few or bumpy transitions

______ wordy and imprecise sentences

______ evident, but not distracting, problems with grammar, usage, and spelling

______ superficial and perfunctory opening and closing paragraphs

A paper in need of revision:

______ does not address the topic or does so superficially

______ lacks a thesis or the thesis has a weak, non-argumentative claim

______ has unclear and ineffective organization

______ has superficial development

______ has awkward and ambiguous sentences

______ has grammar errors that interfere with the communication of ideas

______ lacks a tone appropriate for audience, purpose

All papers with a check in the revision section must be rewritten.  The revision is due one week after discussing the paper with me in conference.  The original and final grades will be averaged.  Revisions must be accompanied by the original paper, its checklist, and any peer comments.

