Attributes of Successful Proposals

2007 Early Career Workshop participant observations

Clearly and concisely state goals or objectives

Have measurable objectives and deliverables

Clear describe the importance of the work (scientific and global), early 

Describe the broader impacts and intrinsic merit of the work

Have a timeline or plan of milestones

Tie objectives and plan of action to hypothesis clearly and directly

Have budgets appropriate to the scope of the work

Are clear about collaborators’ roles

Convey originality 

The first sentence says a lot

Are very organized and formatted to be easy to read

Use active voice construction and direct language

Author is well qualified to do the work

Have sufficient (and not excessive) introduction

Recap outcomes at end of proposal (not summary)

Separate ideas with punctuation (e.g., paragraphs)

Summary is specific, but not overly detailed

“Schematic” capture idea in proposal

