
A GRANTS PRIMER FOR 2YC GEOSCIENCE FACULTY

Questions you need to be able to answer

What is the philosophy or policy of your institution with regard to external grants to its faculty?

What institutional people will you work with?  (Not all of these may apply.)

· Administrative assistants and secretaries

· Department or division chair

· Chief academic officer, vice-president, president

· Development director, proposal writer

· Grants/contracts/sponsored programs officer

· Grants accountant

· Human resources/personnel officer

· Payroll officer

· Physical plant/facilities/maintenance officer

· Student services officer

· Student financial-aid officer

What are the important rates, figures, and calculations?

· Indirect cost: see institutional agreement, percentage, and basis

May need to negotiate this with granting agency

· Fringe benefits and taxes: calculated as percentage of salaries; may be different for faculty, staff, and students

· Release time: % FTE, academic year versus summer, etc.

· Salary scales for faculty, staff, and students

· Matching funds/in-kind contributions

What transactions may be involved before, during, and after the project?

· Proposal procedures and deadlines: study RFPs carefully

Letter of intent/pre-proposal

On-line submission: NSF FastLane requires institutional registration and ID

Boilerplate documentation- contracts

Letters of support, internal and external
· Award letters, subcontracts, and subcontract amendments

Cost reimbursement versus cash up front

Are pre-award costs allowed?
· Carry-overs and no-cost extensions

· Budgeting

Line items and budget classifications: funding agency’s may differ from institution’s

Budget transfers may be needed; may require funding agency approval
· Hiring and employment procedures

Advertising, selection committees, legal requirements, contracts, salary adjustments

· Reporting requirements: keep funding agency and business office in the loop

What partnerships are possible?

· Solo or lead institution: PI, co-PI, co-I, collaborator

· Collaborating institution: co-PI, co-I, subcontractor

· Individual subcontractor; contract faculty

Watch your tax liabilities here! Keep records, itemize

What funding programs are available?

· National Science Foundation (NSF) www.nsf.gov
Directorate for Education and Human Resources (EHR) 


Undergraduate Education (DUE)



Advanced Technological Education (ATE)


Course, Curriculum, and Laboratory Improvement (CCLI)



Distinguished Teaching Scholars (DTS)



National STEM Education Digital Library (NSDL)



Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU)



Research in Undergraduate Institutions (RUI)



Research on Learning and Education (ROLE)


STEM Talent Expansion Program (STEP)


Human Resource Development (HRD)



Historically Black Colleges and Universities Undergrad Program (HBCU-UP)



Louis Stokes Alliances for Minority Participation (LSAMP)



Tribal Colleges and Universities Program (TCUP)



Research in Disabilities Education



Research in Gender in Science and Engineering FY 2006


Elementary, Secondary, and Informal Science Education (ESIE)



Centers for Learning and Teaching (CLT)



Informal Science Ed, Materials Development, Teacher Enhancement 



Advanced Technological Education (ATE)
Directorate for Geosciences (GEO) 


Geoscience Education  


Informal Science Ed – Supplements to Active Research Awards (ISE)


Opportunities for Enhancing Diversity in the Geosciences (OEDG) 


Research Experiences for Undergraduates (REU)

Increasing the Participation and Advancement of Women in Academic Science and Engineering Careers (ADVANCE)

· U.S. Department of Education (ED) www.ed.gov/funding.html

Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE)


Minority Science and Engineering Improvement Program (MSEIP)

· U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) www.epa.gov/epahome/grants.htm
· U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)  www.energy.gov

Partnerships with National Laboratories; research grants

· U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)  www.usgs.gov

Partnerships with research programs; can offer educational component

· State programs

· Private foundations

Early Career Faculty Workshop 2002

Early Career Faculty Workshop 2002

