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  a	
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  of	
  one-­‐page	
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  describing	
  
topics	
  related	
  to	
  class	
  throughout	
  the	
  
semester.	
  

•  Present	
  one	
  of	
  these	
  one-­‐page	
  papers	
  as	
  a	
  3	
  
to	
  5	
  minute	
  oral	
  presentaEon	
  in	
  lab.	
  

•  Revise	
  these	
  one-­‐page	
  papers	
  as	
  a	
  por$olio	
  
for	
  submission	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  semester.	
  



The Sognefjord  Better than the Rest:

By  Trew Chimenti 12 5 14: - -

An estuary is a semi-enclosed body of brackish water with an inflow of salt and fresh water. Estuaries act as 
nurseries and habitats for animals, natural 
harbors, or buffer zones between the ocean and 
the land. Estuaries could be categorized based 
on their origin and evolution. An example of a 
category of estuaries are fjords, a long, narrow, 
deep inlet typically formed by being surrounded 
by the steep walls of glacial valleys. Fjords 
could be found in places such as Norway and 
Iceland. The top three longest fjords in the 
world are Scoresby Sund, Greely Fjord, then 
Sognefjord (Sognefjorden). Located in Sogn og 
Fjordane county in Western Norway, the 
Sognefjord stretches 205 kilometers (127 miles) 
inland from the ocean to the small village of 
Skjolden, making it the largest fjord in Norway 
and the third longest in the world. However, the two before it are ice-covered, making the Sognefjorden the 
longest open (ice-free) fjord in the world. The name Sognefjord (Sognefjorden) originates from Sogn, a 
traditional district which covers the southern part of the county. There are many municipals that the fjord 
goes through: Solund, Aurland, Vik, and Luster among a few more. The fjord reaches a maximum depth of 
1,308 meters (4,291 feet) below sea level in the inland part of the fjord and has a minimum depth of one 
hundred meters (330 feet) below sea level near its mouth. The average width of the main branch of the 

Sognefjord is about 4.5 
kilometers (2.8 miles). The 
surrounding cliffs around the 
fjord rise to a height of at least 
one thousand meters (3,300 feet), 
the inner end surrounded by a 
mountain range rising about two 
thousand meters (6,600 feet) 
above sea level that is covered by 
the largest glacier in continental 
Europe. There are also many 
islands and smaller fjords that 
branch off the main fjord. 
Located in the municipal Luster, 
the inner most arm of the 
Sognefjorden is called 
Lustrafjord where there is an 
area that accesses the 

Jotunheimen National Park where transport between the Bergen and Scandinavian inland was accomplished 
by boat. Approximately thirty thousand people live along the fjords and in the valleys surrounding them. The 
fjord has become a tourist attraction in the summer. This tourism provides much of the local economy. 

Illustration 1: View of the Sognefjord

Illustration 2: Skjolden by the Sognefjord
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On April 22, 1991 in the Bay of Bengal, persistent air activity and a monsoon 
trough had created a tropical depression. As time continued to pass, the tropical 
depression superseded the tropical 
storm phase, entering cyclone 
categories and finally becoming a Super 
Cyclonic Storm according to IMD 
scales (Category 4 on the Saffir-
Simpson scale) with a wind speed of 
approximately 240 km/hr (150mph) in a 
week's time. This rapid formation was 
due to the favorable conditions of both 
the sea (which was at a consistent 26.6 
degrees Celsius) and the weather 

conditions. It also had an overall diameter larger than the country of Bangladesh. This 
tropical cyclone, referred to as Cyclone Marian (or Cyclone 2b), was labeled one of the 
strongest in recent history for the country of Bangladesh (formerly East Pakistan) since the 
Great Bhola Cyclone of 1970. Cyclone Marian was tracked for a week before hitting the 
Southeastern coast of Bangladesh on April 29, 1991, causing devastating effects on the 

Chittagong region and the surrounding islands, including Kutubdia, who lost an approximate 
20,000 people. The Chittagong region is known for a lot of flooding due to the river delta 
where the Ganges river flows into the Indian Ocean. Despite these dangers, and the 1970 
cyclone Bhola, however, the people lived in the region for the fertile soil. As the Super 
Cyclonic Storm reached Bangladesh, warnings were put out to the people, but out of the 13.4 
million people, only 100,000 stayed in the storm shelters. The rest had decided to wait out the 
storm in their mud and straw huts, either doubting the warning or not having an adequate 
warning for evacuation. The storm lasted nine hours. In the days that followed, weather 
conditions and rough seas hampered relief efforts for the survivors that were marooned. 
Approximately 135000 to 145000 people were recovered dead, some of which were washed out 
to sea during the storm. The processes to collect all the bodies had taken weeks. It was 
estimated that the most deaths during the storm were due to drowning, the values higher for 
children and the elderly, while some deaths were due to dehydration and lack of sanitation for 
the first three weeks following the storm. There was also extensive property damage for 
Bangladesh: eighty to ninety percent of edifices were destroyed in the storm (including 1.5 
million homes); the surface water used for bathing and drinking were salinized; some islands 
were completely swamped and wiped out population wise; almost all industries on the port 
were destroyed. The agricultural industry of Bangladesh suffered significantly. 284,000 tons of 

crops, 224,000 head of cattle, 218,000 goats, and 2.4 million head of poultry 
were estimated to have perished in the cyclone. Surviving livestock were in 
poor health and lacked adequate feed. Losses in the fisheries sector were just 
as calamitous, with extensive damage to 31,000 hectares of shrimp farms as 
well as to fish processing plants, vessels, and stocks. There was worry of 
starvation in the following years. It was estimated that the property damage 
was the equivalent to 1.78 billion US dollars by a UN representative. The 
United States, through Operation Sea Angel on May 10, 1991, spent an 
average of 280000000 dollars for transport of troops and supplies. In 
Bangladesh, warning and elevated shelter systems have improved since 1991.
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