On the Cutting Edge - Professional Development for Geoscience Faculty

Designing Effective and Innovative Courses in the Geosciences

Part 2.1 Developing a course plan in the content of goals and content topics

Now it's time to develop a plan for your course. In this section of the tutorial, you will consider how to merge the goals that you've set for your course with the content topics to develop a course plan that makes it possible for students to achieve the goals.  In order to achieve the goal(s), students must have practice throughout the course. Developing a course plan in the context of the content, both broad and specific, means thinking not only about having students learn content but also about how to give students practice in the tasks that are important in the goals.

Task 2.1: Develop a draft of your course plan.
On the following page, you will find a chart where you can build a draft of your course plan. The chart provides a way to answer the following questions in the context of the sequence of topics and concepts for your course:

· What do your students need practice in during the semester in order to achieve the goals? 

· What will be the order of content and concepts in each broad content topic, and how will you give students goal-related practice as they encounter content and concepts? 

· How does the practice that you plan to build into the course build independence over time?

Realize that this course draft will likely go through many iterations as you develop your course and change your mind about various aspects, particularly as you consider teaching strategies, which is the next section of the tutorial. So, view this as a draft!!

Draft of Course Plan:

	Overarching goal(s):


	
	

	What do students need practice in during the semester in order to achieve the goal(s)?


	
	

	Broad content topic #    :
	Sequence of topics and concepts within the broad content topic:


	What might students do to get goal-related practice?


How does the practice that you have planned build in independence over the course of the term?

What ancillary skills goals have you set for your students? How will your course plan provide students with practice and timely feedback in these ancillary skills so that students can improve by the end of the term? You might consider adding this to the chart, perhaps in a different color.
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