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Designing Effective and Innovative Courses in the Geosciences

Part 2.3 Exploring Assessment Strategies

At this stage of the tutorial, you have set overarching goals, organized content, developed a course plan, and selected teaching strategies for specific assignments and activities to help students achieve course goals. What kinds of assessment strategies can you use to assign grades and to determine the extent to which students have met the goals of your course? 

Task 2.3: Exploring assessment strategies
Keeping the goals of your course in mind, browse the list of assessment strategies in this section of the tutorial to find strategies that you could use to assess student learning. Be sure to keep in mind the context and constraints of your course. Go to the course plan that you have developed in Parts 2.1 and 2.2, and add assessments as appropriate. You may decide that the student activities and assignments you have planned are sufficient to meet your goals, or you may decide that you need to add more and/or different strategies. Use the worksheet to check that your assessments are aligned with your goals. For each assessment, consider what the balance of lower order and higher order thinking required for the assessment. 
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