On the Cutting Edge - Professional Development for Geoscience Faculty

Designing Effective and Innovative Courses in the Geosciences

Part 1.4 Choosing content to achieve overarching goals

In this section of the tutorial, you will consider the goals you have set for your course, as well as all of the possible content topics you could include, and answer the question, "What content topics could I use to achieve the overarching goals of my course?" The goals of the course plus the broad content topics will combine to provide a framework for the activities and assignments that you will design to help students achieve the goals of the course.

Task 1.4: Choose broad content topics, and flesh those broad topics out.
List the overarching goal(s) for your course. For each goal, list the broad content topics that you could use to achieve the overarching goals of your course. Below each broad content topic, list the more specific content items that are imbedded in each broad topic and that students must master to achieve the goal.

What order might you put the broad topics in that would allow students to build the complexity of ideas and applications over time and to revisit concepts or topics in an appropriate way?
Are you constrained to include particular topics in your course in order to prepare students for subsequent courses or certification exams? If so, what are they? 

Do the broad content items that you have chosen enable you to include those items that must be covered for subsequent courses or for certification exams? If not, how might you fit those content items in? 
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