Instruction to the Testing Office, DRC, for NATS 101 Sec 23-28 Exam #1
Monday, 5 April 2010
Dear Testing Office,

The exam format I use is called a ‘blended’ exam, where students work individually on Part I, which consists of 20 Multiple Choice questions and one Short Answer/Essay question.  In Part II the students work collaboratively, re-taking the Multiple Choice questions while being able to discuss the questions amongst themselves.  They also have 5 additional Multiple Choice questions to answer for Part II (but not the Short Answer/Essay question from Part I).

The literature shows that students demonstrate increased learning and retention of material with this exam format.  In most exams, if a student doesn’t know the answer for a Multiple Choice (or other) question, he/she will just guess (unless there is a penalty for guessing) and move on to the next question.  They do not think about the question again.  With the blended format, students have a chance to talk amongst themselves about all the questions, but especially any they weren’t sure of, in Part II of the exam.

Both Part I and II are each scored out of 125 possible points.  The final score is based on 80% from Part I and 20% from Part II, unless the score from Part II is less than for Part I, in which case the final score comes from Part I alone.  They can never be penalized for working collaboratively.  The average on Part II is typically about 10 points above the Part I average, and I appreciate the cooperation of the Testing Office to allow the DRC students the same opportunity to take advantage of this format, while not having to deal with the distractions in the large classroom where the in-class exam is administered.
Here is how I would like the exam administered, if possible.

1. All students begin the exam at the same time (ideally 11am Monday, when the exam will be given in class.  In the class version, they would have 35 minutes for Part I.  The DRC students typically have 1.5 times to do Part I.  In the lecture I sometimes give students 40 minutes, and if a DRC student needed a few extra minutes that would be OK with me.
2. Students may use one 8.5x11 inch piece of paper, front and back, with Notes they have personally prepared (either hand written or word processed), which they use for both parts of the exam.  They turn in the page of notes with Part II of the exam.
3. The students should record their answers for the Multiple Choice questions on the PART I Score Sheet (a Scantron; the students should bring their own Scantrons, already filled out; I will provide a few to the Testing Office in case a student arrives without any).

4. They will remove the last page of the exam for their Short Answer/Essay Question, making sure they put their name and Section Number on any work.  If they have an accommodation they can use other paper.
5. Before they finish Part I they should also note their answers to the Multiple Choice questions on the test itself (for use in Part II, below).

6. At the end of Part I, students should turn into the Testing Office the Part I Scantron and their Short Answer/Essay response, keeping the one page of Notes for Part II.

7. Part II begins when all of the students can be together in a single place.  In class students have 20 minutes for Part II.  If DRC students have 1.5 times for the exam, then they may have 30 minutes to complete Part II.

8. In Part II, students discuss the Multiple Choice questions from Part I.  (This is where it is valuable if they have also noted their answers on the exam itself, so that they don’t have to start answering the questions from scratch for Part II.  See point # 5 above.)  These ~20 questions become the first 20 questions of Part II.  Students should individually fill out the PART II (Collaborative) Scantron for these 20 questions.

9. Students also have 5 new Multiple Choice questions that are also part of Part II.  They may also discuss these questions amongst themselves.  They also put the answers to these new questions (21-25) on the PART II Scantron.  (In the past there have been some problems with the students failing to put their new answers to the Part I questions on the Part II Score Sheet, forcing me to use their Part I answers for Part II, effectively removing the benefit they might have gained from talking to each other about the questions from Part I.)
10. When Part II is over, the students should give the Testing Office the PART II Collaborative Score Sheet, the exam, and their one page of Notes.

11. Students may use any kind of calculator they would like for both Part I and Part II.

We will either come by the Testing Office ourselves to pick up the exams, or if your Office delivers them, ask that they be delivered to Gould-Simpson 208 (the Geosciences Departmental Office).

I usually drop by the Testing Office after the in-class exam is over, but before the DRC students have finished (they are typically working on Part II collaboratively) to see if they or the Testing Office have any questions.

If, during the exam, you need to contact me, my cell phone number is 237-4000.
Thank you,

Randy Richardson

Professor of Geosciences

621-4950

