Solid Earth Geophysics

Eckerd College — Spring 2006

Course Syllabus for MS 303
The Basics

Prof. Laura Wetzel


Phone:  8484 


Office:  GMSL 123

Class Time:  MWF, 11:45 - 12:35 
Location:  GMSL 107

Office Hours:  During the semester, please visit my office at any time to discuss any questions or problems.  My door is almost always open from 9 am to 5 pm.  If the time is inconvenient we will make an appointment for a later date. 

Equipment:  ruler, pencil, eraser, calculator, textbook

Text:  Whole Earth Geophysics, An Introductory Textbook for Geologists and Geophysicists by Robert J. Lillie, Prentice Hall 1999.

Purpose:  To learn the basic principles of geophysical phenomena and techniques as applied to the solid earth and marine environments.  
Grading

48% 
Problem Sets (8 problem sets; 6% for each problem set)


20%
Term Paper


12% 
Presentations – Intermediate and Final Reports


20% 
Final Exam

Your only exam is the final.  Given that there are seven problem sets, an extensive term paper, and presentations, there are no midterm exams.  No extra credit assignments will be given. 

Assignments
I encourage you to work together on problem sets.  I do expect all of you to turn in the assignments written in your own words.  Make sure you understand the material presented in the homework so that you can reproduce your work on the final exam.  Turn in your work on time; I will take 10% off for each day that assignments are late.  Arrangements for late assignments without penalties will be made only under extreme circumstances.  

Problem sets must be neat.  In general, you will complete the problem and then neatly rewrite it for submission.  Problems must be submitted in the appropriate order AND every problem must be done on a separate page.  This allows you to take plenty of space for each solution.

The term paper and presentations are outlined in a separate document.

Special Accommodations

If you have a disability or believe that you qualify for accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or other laws, please contact Disability Support Services at extension 8248 or via email at dss@eckerd.edu.  All information will be kept confidential.  Appropriate accommodations can only be arranged through that office, and may not be made retroactively.  

Honor Code

 “On my honor, as an Eckerd College student, I pledge not to lie, cheat, or steal, nor to tolerate these behaviors in others.”

You are required to write “Pledged” and sign your name on all written assignments and exams to indicate that your work is consistent with this code.  

According to Eckerd College policy, academic dishonesty is considered any act of cheating or plagiarism.  Any act of academic dishonesty will result in written notification to the Registrar of the incident.  In addition, it is grounds for an “F” in this course.  The sanction for a second offense at the college is usually suspension.  I take this seriously and expect that you will as well.

Each student’s work must be his or her own.  For this class, in most cases collaborative efforts with partners or in groups are encouraged, but the final product, task, or assignment must be that of the individual student, unless otherwise specified. 

