City College of San Francisco


GEOG 1 –– 3 units

Spring 2008


GEOGRAPHY 1 – Physical Geography

Instructor:  
Dr. Carla Grandy

Lectures:
TR – 11-12:30, MW – 11-12:30, Science Hall, Room 5

Textbook:
Physical Geography, 9th edition, by Tom L. McKnight and Darrel Hess

Office:

Science Hall, Room 44 (Room 44 is in the back of the Earth Sciences Lab, room 45.)

Office Hours:
M/W 12:30-1 P.M., T/R 9:30-10 A.M., M 6:00 – 6:30 P.M.

Telephone:

Earth Sciences Department Office and Voice Mail: 452-7423



(Note: I do not check voice mail Fri-Sun) 

E-mail:

E-mail address: cgrandy@ccsf.edu

Web Site:

Earth Sciences Department Web Site:  www.ccsf.edu/Earth/

Geography 1 is an introduction to Earth’s physical environ​ment.  The course will focus on processes and patterns of weather and climate, the development of landforms, and map interpretation.  Special attention will be given to the physical geography and natural hazards of the Bay Area and California.

This course has no prerequisites.  Geography 1 is accepted for credit as Physical Science by the University of California and the California State University system; Geography 1 also satisfies the IGETC Physical Science course requirement.

INFORMATION & COURSE POLICIES

Attendance:

You are expected to attend lecture regularly and to arrive on time.  A student may be dropped from the course after nine unexcused absences.  As a courtesy to your fellow students and to the instructor, please switch off the signal on your cell phone before class begins; under no circumstances should a cell phone be answered in class or during an exam.  Please do not bring food into the classroom—thanks.

Textbook & CD:
The text, Physical Geography: A Landscape Appreciation (9th Edition) by McKnight and Hess, is required. The class schedule outlines what material will be covered each week and it is important to read the text before coming to class. The CD-ROM included with the textbook contains a series of animations with narrated explanations of various processes in physical geography. Many of these animations will be shown in class and students are encouraged to use the CD-ROM and the quizzes it includes as study aids, however, using the CD is not required. The new 9th edition textbooks contain a code that will let you access the Prentice Hall MyGeographyPlace Web site (log on at <www.prenhall.com/mcknight>).  This Web site contains quizzes and links to useful Internet sites—many students find these Web-based materials very helpful.  However, in order to do well in this course it is most important that you master the concepts presented in lecture—be sure to review the Study Questions passed out before each exam.

Study Guide:

An optional Study Guide for the text is available: Study Guide for PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY: A LANDSCAPE APPRECIATION by Hess.  Some students find the Study Guide a helpful way to supplement the material in the textbook and lectures, while others benefit little from its use.

Mentoring:

In addition to instructor office hours, student peer mentoring and exam review sessions will be held in the Earth Sciences Laboratory (Science Hall, Room 45); the tutoring schedule will be posted early in the semester.

Reserve Books:
Several copies of the textbook, Study Guide, and Animation CD are on 2-hour reserve in the library.

Quizzes:

Quizzes will be given throughout the quarter. The days of the quizzes are indicated on the schedule with an asterisk (*). Quizzes will include all material covered since either the previous exam or quiz.. One quiz grade will be dropped at the end of the semester and the quizzes will account for 20% of your final grade. 

Exams:

The exams will be a combination of short answer and multiple-choice questions. The final exam will be comprehensive (will cover material from the entire course).  Dictionaries may not be used during exams.

Laboratory Course:
Contact the instructor for information about the optional Physical Geography Laboratory course (GEOG 1L).

Special Needs
If  you  need classroom or  testing accommodations  because of  disability,  need  to relate emergency  medical information, or require special arrangements in case of building evacuation, please make an appointment with the instructor as soon as possible.  Students seeking disability-related accommodations should contact Disabled Students Programs and Services (DSPS) in Room 323 of the Rosenberg Library (415-452-5481). In case of building evacuation students should leave through the nearest exit, then move away from the building.
Grading:

4 Midterm Exams and Final Exam: 80%




Quizzes: 20%















        Grading Standards:
 A = 90.0%  - 100%, B = 80.0%  -  89.9%, C = 65.0%  -  79.9%, D = 50.0%  -  64.9%

Make-ups:

Make-up exams are allowed only under extenuating circumstances and must be arranged in advance (the instructor must be contacted before the scheduled exam time).  Make-up exams may be in a format that is different from the regular exams.  No extra credit assignments are given.

Cheating:

Cheating will not be tolerated. Cheating on a quiz or exam will earn you a 0 for that exam and in addition, the Dean of Student Advocacy, Rights and Responsibilities may be contacted to assess the need for further action on the part of the College.

	M/W

11-12:30
	T/R

11-12:30
	Topics

	Jan 14, 16
	Jan 15, 17
	Class policies, Intro to Maps (Ch. 2)

	Jan 21 – Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday – no class

	Jan 23
	Jan 22, 24*
	Intro to the Earth (Ch. 1)

	Jan 28*
	Jan 29
	Atmospheric Structure (Ch. 3)

	Jan 30*, Feb4
	Jan 31*, Feb 5
	Temp and Insolation (Ch 4)

	Feb 6
	Feb 7
	Exam I

	Feb 11, 13
	Feb 12, 14
	Atmospheric Pressure and Wind (Ch. 5)

	Feb 18 – Washington’s Birthday – no class

	Feb 20*
	Feb 19, 21*
	Atmospheric Moisture (Ch. 6)

	Feb 25, 27* 
	Feb 26, 28*
	Storms and Disturbances (Ch. 7)

	Mar 3, 5
	Mar 4, 6
	Climate Zones (Ch. 8)

	Mar 10
	Mar 11
	Catch-up

	Mar 12
	Mar 13
	Exam II

	Mar 17, 19
	Mar 18, 20*
	Intro to Landforms (Ch. 13)

	Mar 24 – 31 – Spring Break and Cesar Chavez Birthday – no class

	April 2, 7, 9*
	April 1, 3, 8*
	Internal Processes (Ch. 14)

	April 14
	April 10
	Weathering (Ch. 15)

	
	April 15
	Catch-up Day

	April 16
	April 17
	Exam III

	April 21, 23
	April 22, 24 
	Fluvial Processes (Ch 16)

	April 28
	April 29
	Arid Landscapes (Ch. 18)

	April 30*
	May 1*
	Glacial Landscapes (Ch. 19)

	May 5, 7* 
	May 6, 8*
	Coastal Processes and Landforms (Ch. 20)

	May 12
	May 13
	Catch-up day

	May 14
	May 15
	Exam IV

	May 16

8-10 am
	May 16 10:30-12:30
	Cumulative Final Exam


